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Stock#: 94633
Map Maker: Kurz & Allison

Date: 1890 circa
Place: Chicago
Color: Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 25 x 18 inches

Price: $ 495.00

Description:

This vivid chromolithograph captures the grandeur of a critical historical moment: Ferdinand and Isabella
of Spain, at the height of their power, receiving Christopher Columbus upon his triumphant return in
Barcelona on April 15, 1493. This late 19th-century production, issued by Kurz & Allison, uses
anachronistic detail and allegorical representation to portray the meeting of the Old and New Worlds.

The historical significance of this artwork is manifold. The depicted event marks a turning point in global
history, when Columbus's voyages opened a new era of transatlantic exploration, cultural exchange, and
imperialism. Ferdinand and Isabella, the Catholic Monarchs, under whose auspices Columbus voyaged,
here represent the political and religious authority of Europe, while the stylized representation of
American Indians symbolizes the exoticism and mystery of the newly discovered territories.

The chromolithograph is an exemplary illustration of late 19th-century American print culture. Kurz &
Allison, based in Chicago, were prominent publishers known for their colorful prints. Their work often
portrayed historical events through a distinctly American lens, reflecting the nation's growing awareness
of its place in the world. This print of Ferdinand and Isabella receiving Columbus, with its striking
representation of American Indians, exemplifies their distinctive aesthetic and thematic concerns.

Finally, the chromolithographic medium itself carries a particular historical resonance. Popularized in the
19th century, chromolithography allowed for the mass production of colorful prints, democratizing art by
making it accessible to a broader audience. This chromolithograph, with its vibrant colors and compelling
subject matter, serves as a fascinating artifact of the era's cultural and technological developments.
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Detailed Condition:


