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Stock#: 93946
Map Maker: Ortelius

Date: 1588
Place: Antwerp
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 19 x 14.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

A finely rendered, east-oriented map of the Kingdom of Naples. Published in Antwerp by Abraham
Ortelius, it originally appeared in the seminal work "Theatrum Orbis Terrarum," widely recognized as the
first modern world atlas. The map's coverage extends from the Tronto and Amaseno Rivers south to the
Ionian Sea.

In the historical context, the late 16th century was a period of continued territorial contention and
consolidation in Europe. Naples, as illustrated in this map, was under the rule of the Crown of Aragon. The
verso text notably references Charles V, who recently reinforced the fortifications of Naples, a testament
to the city's strategic importance in the Mediterranean.

The map marks out both modern regions such as Calabria, Apulia, Campania, and Latium, as well as the
ancient territories of Picenum, Messapia, and Marrucini. This interweaving of ancient and contemporary
designations provides a layered understanding of the area's history, reflecting the enduring influence of
the past on the then-present geography.

The map’s design draws heavily from the work of Pirro Ligorio, a well-known Italian architect, antiquarian,
and archaeologist of the Renaissance period. His intricate detailing of the region provides an insightful
account of the Neapolitan territory during a significant period of its history.
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This map of the Kingdom of Naples, produced by Abraham Ortelius and grounded in the work of Pirro
Ligorio, provides a rich and detailed perspective of the region's geography during a period of substantial
political and territorial change. The inclusion of both modern and ancient geographical divisions, along
with reference to recent defensive improvements, creates a multi-layered cartographic narrative that
combines geography, history, and contemporary politics.

Detailed Condition:
Rare 1588 Spanish text edition. Second state. Repaired split at bottom. Original hand-color. Minor thumb
soiling in lower left corner and margins.


