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Stock#: 90069
Map Maker: Monk

Date: 1856
Place: Baltimore
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 58.75 x 55.75 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Extremely Rare Jacob Monk Wall Map Focusing on Prospective Transcontinental Railroad
Routes. 

In this very rare 1856 wall map of North America, the prolific American wall map publisher Jacob Monk
turned his attention to two emergent revolutions in transportation and communications: long-distance
telegraph lines and transcontinental railroads.

The Pacific Railroad Surveys, which sought suitable routes for railroads across the American West, were
conducted between 1853 and 1855. With the conclusion of the surveys in '55, much excitement about the
possible future of transcontinental railroads followed in 1856. Monk's map capitalizes on that interest by
depicting six proposed routes, accompanying them with illustrations of locomotives so their meaning could
not be missed. Monk depicts the following routes (south to north):

[Proposed Route from Texas to San Diego and Los Angeles]
[Proposed Route from St. Louis to Los Angeles]
Proposed Rail Road from Westport to San Francisco 2080 miles
Proposed Rail Road from Council Bluffs to Benicia California 2030 miles
Proposed Rail Road from Council Bluffs to Benicia California [North Fork Platte River Route]
Proposed Rail Road from St. Paul to Vancouver 1864 miles

It would take another 13 years for the first transcontinental railroad to finally be completed, but this map
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stands as an important visual monument to the public feeling of excitement and possibility that marked the
real beginning of the transcontinental project.

The first transcontinental telegraph beat the first transcontinental railroad by 8 years, having been
completed in 1861. However, on this map, the primary focus is on the web of telegraph lines spreading
across the eastern U.S. This is important and somewhat novel information in itself and is worthy of further
study.

This Map in the Context of Other Monk Wall Maps

Monk's Rail Road & Telegraph Map was issued between the early-1850s New Map of that Portion of North
America and the late-1850s Monk's Standard American Map. The latter map seems to be partially based
on the Rail Road & Telegraph Map through a transfer lithographic process.

The present map was issued only in 1856, whereas Monk's Standard American Map was issued first in '56
and then at least in '58, '59, and '61. Monk's New Map of that Portion of North America was issued in
 1851, 1852, 1853 (two states), 1854 (again two states), 1856, 1857, and 1858. 

Rarity

No copies are located in RBH. OldMaps.com lists one sale, on eBay, in 2001. Not in the Rumsey Collection.
OCLC locates examples only at Cornell University and Brown University.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color. Lithographed wall map on four sheets, mounted as one. Mounted on original linen and
wood rollers. Small, professionally mended loss in the upper border with a small amount of digital
facsimile. Varnish but pleasantly patinaed rather than darkened as often the case. Pink silk selvage on
sides, though lacking at the top on both the left and right. Small areas of dampstain at the top edge.
Overall an excellent example for its format.


