
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(Second World War - Occupation of Japan) Mine Fields In The 5th & 7th Fleet Areas as
of 15 August 1945 Showing Minesweeping Completed by 20 November 1945

Drawer Ref: China 3 Stock#: 89326
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 89326
Map Maker: Commander Minecraft, Pacific

Fleet

Date: 1945 (November)
Place: n.p.
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 17 x 16 inches

Price: $ 750.00

Description:

Confidential-Rated Map of Japanese Naval Minefields.

Immediate post-World War II military map of Japan and its vicinity, focusing on American minesweeping
activities.

The map key indicates that the mines were Japanese (as many of them certainly were), but it stands to
reason that much of the mining around the Home Islands was done by the United States to cut off Japan
from the rest of the world (see Operation Starvation).

The key reads:

Jap Mine Lines Shown Thus:
U.S. Influence Mine Fields Shown Thus: (As of Aug 1945) [Blue]
U.S. Minesweeping Completed 20 Nov 1945 Shown Thus: [Purple]

A contemporary user has gone over the map with colored pencil updating many of the minefields with
notes indicating they had been cleared.

The map also shows the division of responsibility over the region between elements of the US Navy and
the Soviet Union. For instance, Korea is divided along the 38th parallel. Interestingly, the US 5th Fleet is
assigned responsibility for the majority of the Sea of Japan, even over coastlines on the Korean peninsula



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(Second World War - Occupation of Japan) Mine Fields In The 5th & 7th Fleet Areas as
of 15 August 1945 Showing Minesweeping Completed by 20 November 1945

Drawer Ref: China 3 Stock#: 89326
Page 2 of 2

that were under Soviet control.

Clearing naval minefields was a vital preliminary step in the U.S. occupation of Japan, as it allowed for
freedom of navigation for various troop and food transports, etc.

Detailed Condition:
Folding map. Some faint dampstaining. Tape stain at the bottom edge. Some additional manuscript in
colored pencil updating printed information.


