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Ptolemy's Map of the World - Geographical Ideas of Africa Seventeen Hundred Years
Ago
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Stock#: 88938
Map Maker: Harper's Weekly

Date: 1877
Place: New York
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 14.1 x 8.9 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine image of the world map from the Rome edition of the Ptolemy, issued by Harper's Weekly for their
November 17, 1877 edition.

The Rome Ptolemy world map is the fourth printed world map, and was first issued in 1478. It is
preceded by the 1477 Bologna edition of Ptolemy's work.  This example of the map was copied (in the 19th
century) from the example of the Rome Ptolemy healed by the American Geographical Society.

The Ptolemaic world map is based on the writings of Claudius Ptolemy, a second century mathematician
who wrote down coordinates for all of the known cities and geographical features in the world. While some
parts of the map are accurate, such as the Mediterranean, other parts are more conjectural, such as
Africa, Sri Lanka (Taprobana Insula) and Southeast Asia. Of course, none of the Americas are shown.

Detailed Condition:
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