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Stock#: 88040
Map Maker: Jefferys

Date: 1794
Place: London
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 43.25 x 17.25 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Across the Wide Pacific

Striking map of the South Atlantic and South Pacific from prominent mapmaker Thomas Jefferys.

This example was reissued by Laurie & Whittle in 1794. It was initially included in The American Atlas: Or,
A Geographical Description Of The Whole Continent Of America, which had maps by Thomas Jefferys and
was published posthumously by Jefferys’ one-time partner, Robert Sayer, and his collaborator, John
Bennett, from 1776.

Much of the detail for the map is patterned after the 1753 map of North and South America by Jefferys’
employee and rouge mapmaker, John Green, a.k.a. Bradock Mead (see below). For example, the tables
included in the South Atlantic are directly from Green’s work. There are updates, however, to reflect the
recent findings of voyages in the 1760s; for instance, the outline of the Falklands is now complete and the
routes included have been changed.

The chart stretches from St. Helena, in the east, to Aotearoa/New Zealand, in the west. It covers the
latitudes zero to sixty degrees south.

South America is distinguished by its backbone, the Andes, and the Pampas. As one moves west, they see
the cluster of the Society Islands and New Caledonia. Nearby are the “Imaginary Isles of Solomon.”

The Solomon Islands had been visited, supposedly, by Alvaro de Mendaña, on his first Pacific voyage in in
1567-9. His crew forced his return to Peru. Another attempt was made from 1595-6 to return to the
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Solomons, but they had not been charted accurately, hence the ambiguity shown here. Mendaña died on
Santa Cruz, leaving his wife in charge of the settlement they had started. She decided to return to Spanish
dominions and they arrived in the Philippines in early 1596. The track of Mendaña’s first voyage is
included on this map.

There are many other routes that zig-zag across the waters. Tasman’s approach to Aotearoa/New Zealand
is shown. This was part of Tasman’s first Pacific voyage, in 1642, which circumnavigated the continent of
Australia by sailing to New Zealand and then, in a large arc, back north to Batavia.

Narbrough’s track approaches the Argentinian coast of Patagonia. Narbrough led the first Royal Navy
expedition into the South Seas (1679-1671), although the track here ends at Port Desire. In reality, he
sailed south from Port Desire and through the Strait of Magellan to Valdivia. There, he had to abandon
four of his men and returned via the Strait to England.

Anson’s track wildly rounds Cape Horn and then crosses the Pacific. On this circumnavigation
(1740-1744), he lost five of his six ships and 1,500 of his 1,900 men, but then captured a Spanish treasure
galleon.

John Byron sailed with Anson as a midshipman and was shipwrecked in the Wager in Western Patagonia.
Twenty-five years later, in 1764, Bryon was secretly dispatched to search for a stopover station in the
southwestern Atlantic and then to search for the Northwest Passage. He did contact the Falklands, which
sparked controversy with France and Spain, searched for Patagonian giants, passed through the Strait of
Magellan, and then zipped across the Pacific, conducting the fastest circumnavigation to that date.

Upon his return to England, his ship and some of this crew, including Philip Carteret, immediately
prepared for another voyage, this one public. Samuel Wallis commanded Byron’s Dolphin, while Carteret
was to accompany in the Swallow. However, the Swallow was practically un-seaworthy. After a torturous
passage through the Strait of Magellan, Wallis and the Dolphin streaked northward, eventually landing at
Tahiti, the first European ship to do so. Carteret, now alone, led the Swallow through higher latitudes, one
of the first to take such a southerly route across the Pacific.

At the same time that Wallis and Carteret were sailing, the Frenchman Louis Antoine de Bougainville led
his own circumnavigation (1766-1769). He called at Tahiti weeks after Wallis and found it idyllic. His
description of the island would do much to create the stereotype of the Pacific as an exotic paradise to
Europeans.
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By the time Wallis returned, another British voyage was already in the planning. This one was to observe
the Transit of Venus on 1769, which was particularly visible from the South Seas. Wallis was able to
suggest Tahiti as the destination, which was taken up. This would be the inaugural Pacific voyage
commanded by James Cook (see below), the first of three. Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Cook (first voyage), and
Bougainville all have ships’ tracks on this map.

John Green (Bradock Mead)

John Green is an alias for Bradock Mead (ca. 1688-1757). Raised in Dublin, his brother Thomas, served as
Lord Mayor of the city in 1758-9. While in Dublin, he published The construction of maps and
globes (London: 1717). He also became involved with a plot to kidnap an heiress. He escaped, but others
in his group were not so lucky. He came to London and took on the name Rogers and worked as an
amanuensis.

He was active in London from at least the early 1720s to 1755. Later, as Green, he translated du
Halde’s Description géographique de la Chine into English for the publisher Edward Cave. He also worked
on Astley’s voyage collection. However, he fell out with both men. From the 1730s onward, he worked
periodically with Thomas Jeffreys, Geographer to Frederick Price of Wales and later to King George III. In
1757, he committed suicide by jumping from a third-story window.

Detailed Condition:


