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Stock#: 86518
Map Maker: Morse

Date: 1825
Place: New Haven
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 9 x 11.25 inches (binding)

Price: SOLD

Description:

With a Fine Engraved Map of the United States with the Oregon Country

A very nice example of Morse's scarce Universal Atlas, first published in 1822 (but with only 22 maps).

This is the first edition to include U.S. State maps. 

This atlas includes an early double page coast to coast maps of the United States to appear in a
commercial atlas, which first appeared in Morse's 1823 An Atlas of the United States on an Improved Plan.
Fielding Lucas Jr. also did a double sheet map of the United States at that time. Wheat praises Morse's
United States map:

This beautifully engraved map includes the Oregon country with the overly-long "Multnomah of
Wallaumut" River and with no northern boundary shown. In 1825 the same map was included in A
New Universal Atlas of the World, on an Improved Plan (New Haven, 1825).

The atlas is also notable as an early American atlas to include a map devoted to Pacific region. This map is
titled, simply and appropriately, Pacific Ocean, and shows the Pacific coast of North and South America
(including the California coast) richly outlined in green. Also shown in this map: Australia (called New
Holland), New Zealand, Japan, Melanesia and Polynesia, and part of China.

Each map includes an index of place names opposite the map, another early innovation.

The 1820s was a golden age for American Cartography, with a number of atlases published by Carey &
Lea, Anthony Finley, Fielding Lucas, Sidney Morse and others.
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Phillips describes this atlas with only 30 maps and 27 index leaves, but the example offered here has 31
maps and 29 index leaves (the two-sheet U.S. map and the double hemisphere world map were not issued
with an index leaf of placenames).

Detailed Condition:
Quarto. Original half red sheep and marbled boards. Original printed label on green paper mounted on
front cover. Contemporary ownership inscription on front endpaper: "Merrill & Spalding / F. F. Merrill."
Binding edges and spine extremities worn. Inner hinges split, but binding intact and holding tightly.
Titlepage and text pages exhibiting the usual foxing, with some moderate offsetting from facing maps.
Circular dime-sized brown spot in center of two maps (western part of United States and Canada).
Otherwise a very nice example overall. [4] pages, 31 engraved maps (1 double-sheet) [29] letterpress
index leaves.


