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Stock#: 81203
Map Maker: Fries

Date: 1535
Place: Lyon
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: Good
Size: 17 x 11.5 inches

Price: Not Available

Description:

With Manuscript Additions from the Early 17th Century -- One of the Earliest Obtainable Maps
To Show The New World

Old color annotated example of Lorenz Fries reduced version of Waldseemuller's map of 1513, which is
often referred to as The Admiral's map.

The present example includes notes at the bottom left in an early hand, describing the discovery and early
voyages in America. After a note that there is a North and South America, the first note describes the
Amerigo Vespucci's discovery of America in 1459 (sic), coming before Columbus crossed the "Mare del
Nort, et Zur" (Atlantic Ocean).  The second note references the Englishman Francis Drake entering the
Straits of America in 1577, a reference to Sir Francis Drake's circumnavigation between 1577 and 1580. 
The final note is a reference to Nicolas van Geilkercken's world map of 1617, published by Johannes
Janssonius' world map of 1617, one of the earliest printed maps to detail the Le Maire-Spilbergen
discovery of the straits of Le Maire.  The handwriting is apparently from the first part of the 17th Century.

The Waldseemuller prototype was the first printed atlas map to focus on the New World. Waldseemuller's
map is preceded only by the small map of the Spanish Main by Peter Martyr in Seville, 1511, which is
virtually unobtainable. Fries supplements the work of Waldseemuller with an inscription about Columbus
not found in the 1513 version of the map and adds vignettes of Indians and a possum, which he borrowed
from Waldseemuller's World Map of 1516.

The map shows a continuous coastline between North and South America, with the massive east-west



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Oceani occidetalis Seu Terre Noue Tabula Christophorus Columbus natione Italus,
patria Genuensis (with Francis Drake and Nicolas van Geilkercken annotations]

Drawer Ref: America 3 Stock#: 81203
Page 2 of 2

coastline of South America being the map's single largest feature, extending south to approximately the
Rio de la Plata lies. In the Caribbean, the islands of Cuba (named Isabella Ins. after Queen Isabella of
Spain), Hispaniola (Spgnoha), and Puerto Rico (Boriguem) are shown, along with numerous other islands.
A Spanish flag is shown planted in Cuba. Continuing north, North America is plotted to beyond the mouth
of the St. Lawrence; at the correct latitude of the St. Lawrence there is a river named Caninor, quite
possibly the St. Lawrence. This region had almost certainly been already explored by various Bristol
expeditions. In all, over 15 place names are shown on the North American coastline, drawn primarily from
Portuguese sources, including the Cantino portolano of 1502 and the Caveri of c. 1505.

The representations of Florida pre-dates any recorded European contact, as does the mapping of the Gulf
of Mexico prior Pineda's voyage of 1519, suggesting Waldseemuller had access to the reports of
unrecorded voyages prior to 1513. Both Waldseemuller and Fries credit Columbus in annotations on the
map. Waldseemuller had previously credited Amerigo Vespucci with the discovery of America and was
apparently trying to correct this error. In the text to his 1513 edition of Ptolemy, Waldseemuller refers to
the Admiral as the source of the map. While it has been generally assumed that this is a reference to
Columbus, it is much more likely that it references Cavieri's map of 1505, which according to Henry
Stevens had been sent out for engraving. A copy of the Cavieri exists in the Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.

Lorenz Fries work was of great importance. Among his most important accomplishments, it was his sketch
of the original 1507 Waldseemuller World Map which was copied by Peter Apian in Apian's World Map of
1520, which for more than 100 years was believed to be the oldest surviving map to name America, prior
to the re-discovery of the original 1507 Waldseemuller map at the beginning of the 20th Century.

There are four states of the map, all of which can be distinguished by the text on the verso:

1522 - TABVLA TER. NOVAE
1525 - Oceani occidetalis Seu Terre Noue TABVLA
1535 - OCEANI OCCIDENTALIS SEV TERRAE NOVAE TABVLA
1541 - Tabula terrae nouae

An essential map for collectors of early American maps.

Detailed Condition:
17th Century annotations at bottom left. Old color, recently retouched. Expert restoration along
centerfold.


