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Iwo Jima
80829
Stock#:
Map Maker: Terrain Model Workshop, US
Navy
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1945
Honolulu, HI
Hand Colored
VG
18.5 x 24 inches

Price:

SOLD

Description:
Exceptionally Rare U.S. Military Terrain Model of Iwo Jima, Made in 1945.
Foam and rubber terrain model map of Iwo Jima, probably made by the U.S. Navy Reserve group "Building
14", Hawaii, which was in charge of U.S. military model making in the Pacific.
This model is dated September 1945, and so was made either in the closing days of the War or shortly
after V-J Day. Though the Battle of Iwo Jima had technically concluded five months earlier, the process of
transforming Iwo Jima into a forward B-29 base and of quelling all guerilla action continued for months
afterward; indeed, the last two Japanese holdouts on Iwo Jima surrendered in 1949.
The model prominently features the three Japanese airfields on the island, as well as Mount Suribachi,
where Joel Rosenthal took one of the most famous photos of the War, of the raising of the U.S. flag by six
Marines.
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Iwo Jima
Mapping Iwo Jima
World War II terrain maps are very scarce on the market. We have located one other terrain map of Iwo
Jima that was prepared in 1944-'45. An example sold at Bonham's in 2015 for $11,250. It was quite a
bit larger than our own, though the condition was quite a bit more deteriorated. There is another terrain
model of Iwo Jima at the International Museum of World War II.
Terrain Model Project
3D terrain modeling became a central focus of United States military mapmaking during the Second World
War. The utility of these models in planning for bombing raids, ground assaults, and post-capture
infrastructure development had been established by the British during World War I, and during the
Second World War, they passed their know-how onto the United States. The U.S. military established
several model-making workshops, first on the East Coast, then in Hawaii as the war in the Pacific became
the focus. The production of the models was extremely time-consuming, with each one being meticulously
hand-painted to match aerial photos. Many models were prepared for D-Day, the largest of which would
have stretched an astounding 45 x 65 feet when pieced together.
Production of 3D terrain models is given a good overview at the following
website: http://www.terrainmodels.com/war.html
The terrain maps of Iwo Jima were taken aboard vessels that participated in the invasion and were used to
acquaint Marines, sailors, and airmen with their target.
The model was probably partially made by pantograph and finished by hand. See the following link for
more background information: http://www.terrainmodels.com/pantograph.html
The present model was probably produced in "Building 14" the U.S. Navy Reserve workshop in Hawaii.
Detailed Condition:
Hand-coloring rather more detailed than on the two other examples we have handled. Spotting in the
ocean. Preserved in a later wood and plexiglass frame.
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