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Stock#: 80291
Map Maker: Voigt

Date: 1677
Place: Hamburg
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG+
Size: 7 x 9 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine original antique copperplate engraving showing the large comet that appeared near Perseus and
Cassiopea in the night sky between April and May, 1677. The map appeared in Johan
Voigt's Christmässige Betrachtung Des Cometen Im Aprili Anno 1677, one of several books that was
published regarding the comet.

The comet was observed throughout Europe, and Voigt's contemporary Helvelius also wrote a book
regarding the comet. In the main image displayed on this plate, the comet is depicted between Perseus,
Andromeda, the Triangle, and Cassiopea, which is where it was visible in Europe. The two lower images
show how the tilt of the comet's tail changed in the week between the twenty-second of April, close to
when it was firs observed, and the twenty-ninth of April.

Johann Henrich Voigt was a noted German mathematician and astronomer, who produced astronomical
almanacs for a wide audience. Comet phenomena were described in these almanacs. Alongside this comet,
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he also described the comets of 1664 and 1665, as well as the 1682 appearance of Halley's Comet. Voigt
held to the belief that comets were divine warnings.

Detailed Condition:


