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Stock#: 78577
Map Maker: Wilkes

Date: 1845
Place: Washington, D.C.
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 11.5 x 8.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Nice example of the Wilkes / US Ex Ex. map of Hawai'i, drawn from the visit of the United States
Exploring Expedition in 1840.

This expedition, which also visited many other parts of the Pacific, was under the command of Lt. Charles
Wilkes. Among its many firsts, this expedition was the first overseas scientific project financed by the
federal government. Its accomplishments were numerous, including the first extensive mapping of the
Antarctic coastline, the first comprehensive charting of Fiji Islands, volcanological studies in Hawai'i and
elsewhere in the Pacific, and extensive survey work in the area of present-day Oregon and Washington.

Another major accomplishment from this expedition was the first time mapping of the Hawai'i volcanoes,
including the summit of Mauna Loa, the crater of Kilauea on the Big Island and Haleakala on Maui.

Charles Wilkes led an important early American exploring expedition conducted almost exclusively at sea.
The expedition had numerous accomplishments to its credit, including mapping nearly three hundred
islands, a thorough exploration of the American Northwest Coast, and establishing the true nature of
Antarctica as a continent. Other scientific works arising from the voyage followed in later years.

Despite the problems caused by Wilkes's infamous temper, the expedition was a highly successful
circumnavigation. "The United States equivalent to the voyages of James Cook, Jean François Galaup de
Lapérouse, Alejandro Malaspina, and Ivan Fedorovich Kruzenshtern for England, France, Spain, and
Russia, and the maritime equivalent of Lewis and Clark" (W. Michael Mathes).
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The large format editions of Wilkes' 1845 Narrative are quite rare. The atlas was printed in an edition of
150 copies supplied to Wilkes for presentation and sale and an official edition of 1844, which was printed
in 100 copies, of which 25 were destroyed by fire.

Detailed Condition:


