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Stock#: 77546
Map Maker: Merian

Date: 1638 (1688)
Place: Frankfurt
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 14 x 8 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Detailed plan of Messina and vicinity, from Merian's Neuwe Archontologica Cosmica . . ., first published in
1638 and later reissued in 1688. The map presents fine detail regarding the city, port, and countryside of
Messina, located in northeastern-most Sicily.

The map shows the town plan, harbor, buildings, churches, bridges, fortified walls of the city, and other
features. Decorative elements shown include numerous ships at port and at sea and a stippled ocean.

Messina is situated on its eponymous straits that connect Sicily to mainland Italy. As such, it derives most
of its importance from this extremely strategic location, allowing it to control goods shipped by land from
Calabria to Sicily and the other way around.

This map was issued ten years after the city was conquered by the Spaniards, in which it was sacked and a
major fortress built. These changes are not evident on the presented map, which preserves a pre-conquest
view of the city.

Detailed Condition:


