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Stock#:
Map Maker: Visscher II
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1689 circa
Amsterdam
Hand Colored
VG+
19 x 22.5 inches

Price:

Not Available

Description:
Decorative antique engraved map of Ireland, hand-colored by regions and published by Nicolaus Visscher.
The map shows towns, roads, counties, rivers, lakes, castles, and more. Ireland is visible in its entirety,
divided into its four provinces: Ulster in the north, Connacht in the west, Leinster in the east, and Munster
in the south. Part of Galloway, the Isle of Man, and Cornwall are all also shown. The map includes two
marvelous cartouches.
The contrast between the two coats of arms is interesting. The one on the upper left shows the Celtic
Harp, a symbol of Ireland, and is framed by passive cherubs. The other coat of arms is in the lower
right; this one shows the coat of arms of the United Kingdom and it is framed by a much more regal and
powerful scene, including the English lion and the Scottish unicorn. The balance of power is clearly
evident; this leaves the impression of looking at a minor constituent kingdom rather than a nation among
equals.
The map names William III as King of England, who was known as William of Orange before his ascension
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to the British throne in 1689.
Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color in full. Very faint soiling in Irish Sea.
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