Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.
7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

www.raremaps.com

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

[Ambon Island] Caart van het Eyland Amboina in 't bijsonder
76744
Stock#:
Map Maker: Valentijn
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1724
Amsterdam
Uncolored
VG
16.2 x 12.2 inches

Price:

$ 275.00

Description:
Fort Victoria -- Headquarters of the Dutch VOC from 1610-1619
Detailed map of Amboina and the Victoria Castle, from Francois Valentyn's Oud en Nieuw Oost Indien . .
Fort Victoria was the the Central Governing Point of the VOC until the government relocated to Jakarta in
1619.
Ambon Island
In 1512, the Portuguese were the first Europeans to land in Ambon, and it became the new center for
Portuguese activities in Maluku. The Portuguese were regularly attacked by native Muslims on the island's
northern coast, in particular Hitu, which had trading and religious links with major port cities on Java's
north coast. They established a factory in 1521 and built Fort Victoria in 1575, but did not obtain
peaceable possession of Ambon until 1580.
The Dutch captured Fort Victoria and dispossessed the Portuguese in 1605, when Steven van der Hagen
took over the fort without a single shot. Ambon was the headquarters of the Dutch East India Company
(VOC) from 1610 to 1619 until the founding of Batavia (now Jakarta). About 1615 the English formed a
settlement on the island at Cambello, which they retained until 1623, when the Dutch destroyed it. In
1654, after many fruitless negotiations, Oliver Cromwell compelled the United Provinces to give the sum
of 300,000 gulden, as compensation to the descendants of those who suffered in the "Ambon Massacre",
together with Manhattan. In 1673, the poet John Dryden produced his tragedy Amboyna; or the Cruelties
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of the Dutch to the English Merchants. The British, under Admiral Peter Rainier, captured Ambon in 1796,
but they restored it to the Dutch at the Peace of Amiens in 1802. They retook the island in 1810 but once
more restored it to the Dutch in 1814. Ambon used to be the world center of clove production; until the
nineteenth century, the Dutch prohibited the rearing of the clove tree on all the other islands subject to
their rule, in order to secure the monopoly to Ambon.
Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien
After spending sixteen years in the East Indies over the course of several voyages, Valentijn returned to
his native Dordrecht. There, he finished his history of the East Indies, Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien. The book
was divided in five parts spread over eight volumes. It had over a thousand illustrations, including some of
the most accurate maps of the region published to that date.
For the text, Valentijn borrowed heavily from contemporary works. To create such detailed maps and
descriptions, Valentijn most likely also had access to the VOC’s archives. These archives were closely
watched and very few scholars or officials gained entry, particularly if they were likely to publish the
contents of the repository. Indeed, Valentijn was lucky to see his work published at all.
Today, Valentijn’s work is regarded as a veritable encyclopedia on maritime Asia. It is considered a useful
collection of sources, from the eighteenth century and earlier, drawn from the VOC and personal papers.
Some of his maps, particularly those of Australia, are drawn from manuscript sources now lost, making his
history the lone surviving record of endangered knowledge.
This chart shows one of the world’s most important features, the Cape of Good Hope, in detail. It was
featured in an important publication chronicling the Dutch in the East Indies. It would be an advantageous
addition to any collection of Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, or Dutch charts and maps.
Detailed Condition:
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