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Stock#: 76741
Map Maker: Zatta

Date: 1790 circa
Place: Venice
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 11.7 x 7.6 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Fine plan of the town of Tighina in Moldova, shown here with its Ottoman name, Bender.

The map shows Tighina at the time it was briefly retaken from the Ottomans by the Venetians in 1789.

Tighina

Tighina was first mentioned as an important customs post in a commerce grant issued by the Moldavian
voivode Alexander the Good to the merchants of Lviv on October 8, 1408. The name "Tighina" is found in
documents from the second half of the 15th century. The town was the main Moldavian customs point on
the commercial road linking the country to Tatar Crimea.  During his reign of Moldavia, Stephen III had a
small wooden fort built in the town to defend the settlement from Tatar raids.

In 1538, the Ottoman sultan Suleiman the Magnificent conquered the town from Moldavia, and renamed it
Bender. Its fortifications were developed into a full fortress under the same name under the supervision of
the Turkish architect Koji Mimar Sinan. The Ottomans used it to keep the pressure on Moldavia. At the
end of the 16th century several unsuccessful attempts to retake the fortress were made.  In the summer of
1574 Prince John III the Terrible led a siege on the fortress, as did Michael the Brave in 1595 and 1600.
About the same time the fortress was attacked by Zaporozhian Cossacks.

In the 18th century, the fort's area was expanded and modernized by the prince of Moldavia Antioh
Cantemir, who carried out these works under Ottoman supervision. In 1713, the fortress, the town, and
the neighboring village Varnița were the site of skirmishes between Charles XII of Sweden, who had taken
refuge there with the Cossack Hetman Ivan Mazepa after his defeat in the Battle of Poltava in 1709, and
the Turks who wished to enforce the departure of the Swedish king.
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During the second half of the 18th century, the fortress fell three times to the Russians during the Russo-
Turkish Wars (in 1770, 1789, and in 1806 without a fight).

Detailed Condition:


