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Stock#:
Map Maker: Mortier / Ruyter
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1703
Amsterdam
Hand Colored
VG
35 x 23 inches

Price:

$ 4,900.00

Description:
Large format antique engraved map of the world, issued by Pierre Mortier in Amsterdam circa 1703.
This map is a revised and enlarged version of one which Mortier had issued about a decade earlier, in
1693. It can be differentiated by the engraved signature of Baltasar Ruyter below the neatline on the left
sheet.
The map includes a fascinatingly detailed - but erroneous mapping of northeast Asia. The Great Lakes are
still incomplete and open to the West, and several antiquated cartographic myths persist, such a California
as an Island and the inland lake in the American Southeast. The Strait of Anian is interrupted by a sea of
ice between Hudson Bay and the Pacific.
Shirley (559) alludes to the present map in his discussion of the original Mortier edition of 1693:
A new map slightly larger in size but otherwise similar was engraved and signed by Baltasar Ruyter.
It was published in 1703, and was reissued in the 1730s with the imprint of Covens and Mortier.
North America follows state 2 of the 1693 map but north-east Asia has been redrawn in much more
detail and has been considerably extended so that it almost touches the oval title frame in the top
right-hand corner.
There second state (circa 1730) includes the imprint line on the left sheet: "Chez Jean Covens et Corneille
Mortier Libraries | Avec Privilege de nos Seigneurs les Etats."
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Baltasar Ruyter
Ruyter was a Dutch engraver active for several decades at the end of the 17th century and the beginning
of the 18th. His output seems to have occurred between roughly 1680 and 1710. He worked primarily with
Pierre Mortier and the firm of his son, Covens & Mortier.
Detailed Condition:
Two sheets joined as one.
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