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Map Maker: Tassin
Date:
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Color:
Condition:
Size:

1633
Paris
Uncolored
VG
8 x 6 inches

Price:

$ 5,000.00

Description:
Uncommon Example of One of Tassin's Early Works
Presented is Tassin's scarce atlas of France and Spain, completed in the year 1633, bound together with
his atlas of the French region of Lorraine, the latter of which would appear in his 1634 Les plans et profils
de toutes les principales villes et lieux considerable de France. This work was published in the year which
Tassin started producing his atlases.
Tassin is well regarded as an early French engraver with a distinct style, which can be recognized on his
maps by his portrayal of trees, hydrography, and topographic features. Pastoureau says of the engraver
that "Tassin is most renown for his small oblong atlases," and that while most of his works cover his native
France, his works covering other parts of Europe are uncommon.
The first volume of this atlas appears without the described first map, a Carte Generale de France.
However, the only other described copy of this volume we were able to locate also lists this plate as not
included, thus it is unclear if it was ever bound into the Cartes Generales des provinces de France et
Espagne.
Both volumes open with copious descriptions of the regions subsequently described. The maps themselves
vary widely in scope, with some focusing on entire regions of France and Spain, and others on single,
small areas, such as map 29, a full-page map of the Isle de Ré.
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In all, this is a well-presented example of this scarce work by Tassin.
Nicolas Tassin
Nicolas Tassin's early career was in service to the King of France as an engineer. He was subsequently
appointed 'royal cartographer' and given the right to publish his discoveries for ten years. Tassin first
worked in Dijon before setting up as an engraver in Paris where he issued various collections of small
maps and plans of France, Switzerland, Germany and Spain. His first publications date to 1633, while his
noted Les plans et profils de toutes les principales villes et lieux considérables de France was published a
year later. He subsequently updated his early works through the rest of his career, before retiring in 1644
and selling his copperplates to Antoine de Fer.
Detailed Condition:
Oblong octavo. Contemporary or possibly somewhat later full vellum (somewhat worn and stained, lacking
ties). [8] A-C⁴ D² D₂ blank (1-25). 25. Maps of France and Spain: 67 numbered plates, lacking the
described "Carte Generale de France" (Plate 1), with an additional 2 cartouche plates. Lorraine: [8], 23
numbered plates, with an additional 2 cartouche plates. [6]. (Dampstain in upper left and right corners of
first half of book. Some manuscript on the first several pages in a17th-century French hand and 20thcentury American hand.) But for the dampstaining VG or VG+. As-is, Good to VG.
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