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Stock#: 75355
Map Maker: De Bry

Date: 1613
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 13.5 x 5.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare old color example of this early map of the northernmost part of Europe and the Arctic Sea, showing
the tracks of Willem Barentsz voyages in search of the Northeast Passage in 1594 and 1595. The map
appeared in Theodore de Bry's Petits Voyages.

This rare map is derived from Linschoten's important chart depicting the discoveries of Barent's first and
second voyages to the Arctic in search of a northeast passage to Asia. The map provides excellent
information on the northern coastline of Scandinavia to the west coast of Novaya Zemlya. It is richly
adorned with compass roses, ships, coats of arms, seals, and sea monsters.

The Polar Bear spotted by Barentsz crew is shown, as is the region where the crew encountered Samoyed
"wilde men."

Willem Barentsz was a Dutch map maker and explorer. His first major work was an atlas of the
Mediterranean, which he co-published with Petrus Plancius. Barentsz believed that the North Polar
regions included a northeastern passage to the Pacific and that the Polar regions consisted of open waters
above Siberia, due to the fact that they would be exposed to the sun 24 hours per day. In the last decade
of the 16th Century, Barentsz made 3 voyages to the North Polar regions. In June 1594, Barentsz led an
expedition of 3 ships which sailed from Texel for the Kara Sea. On this voyage, the crew made the first
ever encounter with a polar bear. Barentsz's first voyage reached the west coast of Novaya Zemlya. After
coasting northward, the crew encountered large icebergs and were forced to turn back and return to
Holland.

In 1595, Prince Maurice of Orange commissioned a second Barentsz led expedition, which included 6 ships
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and a cargo of goods which were intended for trade with China. The expedition made several noteworthy
encounters with Samoyed "wilde men" and polar bears, but was forced to turn back when they
encountered a frozen Kara Sea.

Barentsz died on his third voyage, never ultimately finding the passage. 

Detailed Condition:
Old color


