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Stock#: 75089
Map Maker: Forlani

Date: 1568
Place: Venice
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 19.5 x 30 inches (if joined)

Price: $ 19,500.00

Description:

Second State of Paolo Forlani's rare map of Poland

First published without the title in a proof state dated 1567 (known in 2 copies), this is one of the rarest
and most sought-after 16th Century maps of Poland.

The upper sheet shows the Baltic Sea and numerous northern lakes, as well as polities like the Duchy of
Moscow and Livonia. The lower sheet prominently features Poland, the city of Kracow (Craconia) and the
Wistula River basin. It also features Moldavia, Pomerania, Litva, Prussia, and a corner of the Black Sea.
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The map is drawn from the Gastaldi-Licinio's 2 sheet map of 1562, which extends to cover all of Lithuania,
Finland and Eastern Scandinavia (Il Disegno de Geografia Moderna del Regno di Polonia, e Parte del
Ducado di Moscovia, con parte della Scandia , e parte de Suevia, con molte Regioni, in quelli. Et la
provincia de Ustinga e quella di Severa in sino al mare maggiore.).   While Gastaldi's map has only a single
title cartouche on the southern sheet, and therefore can be considered as a single map, Forlani's version
has two cartouches, one per sheet.  

https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/32237

Gastaldi's 1562 2-sheet map was largely derived from Gerard Mercator's 1554 map of Europe. The map
was also likely influenced by the maps of Bernard Wapowski (1526) and Waclaw Grodecki (1548). The
latter is now lost but was copied by Ortelius in 1570.    The map of the Kingdom of Poland is one of
the most important maps of the region and the second earliest Lafreri school map to focus on Poland (with
the Gastalid being the earliest). The map prominently featuring Poland, the city of Cracow and the Wistula
River basin.

The Kingdom of Poland

The territory of the modern state of Poland has a long history of political and ruling configurations. The
entity that ruled Poland when this map was made was the Crown of the Kingdom of Poland, also known as
the Polish Crown, which lasted from the Medieval period to 1569, just after the map was published.

The creation of the Kingdom of Poland is usually dated to ca. 966, a date that marks the Baptism of
Poland. This is when the pagan Slavia holdings of Mieszko I joined Christian Europe. Mieszko’s son,
Boleslaw I Chrobry, was crowned the first King of Poland in 1025.

Poland and Lithuania were initially bound in the Union of Krewo in 1385. This personal union was further
cemented in the Union of Lublin in 1569. This second union formed the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
and transformed Poland into an elective monarchy.

The map is quite rare, especially as a joined two-sheet item. OCLC notes examples in the British Library,
BNF, and the Leiden University Library. This is only the second time we have offered the map in thirty
years.

Rarity

https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/32237
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The map is exceedingly rare on the market.

This is the first example we have ever seen offered for sale, with no examples listed in AMPR or Rare Book
Hub.

 

Detailed Condition:


