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Stock#: 73899
Map Maker: Hanford Irrigation & Power

Company

Date: 1910
Place: Seattle
Color: (See Description)
Condition: Good
Size: 24.5 x 15 inches

Price: $ 875.00

Description:

Early water distribution and land promotion map for land adjacent to the Columbia River in the vicinity of
Hanford, Washington.

The land depicted on the map stretches from Savage Island to a site now called Audrey, Washington. The
area is of course most famous for hosting the Hanford Site, which was a major nuclear production facility
in the early stages of the U.S. atomic weapons and power projects.

A note explains the location, climate, soil, water, electricity, and electric railway and steamboat service for
the area.

The Town of Hanford

The Hanford History Project provides the following description of the early existence and eventual demise
of the town of Hanford:

The name Hanford is forever tied to the Manhattan Project and construction of the first atomic
weaponry, but few traces remain of the town upon whose ruins the nuclear age was born. Although
the town of Hanford was less than 40 years old when government bulldozers leveled its buildings to
construct plutonium production facilities in the early 1940s, its residents had already built a resilient
community and agricultural economy. Irrigation water was the lifeblood for many farming
communities and Hanford owed its existence to large-scale irrigation projects. Entrepreneur Manley
Bostwick Haynes and his father-in-law Judge Cornelius Hanford led these efforts, founding the Priest
Rapids Irrigation & Power Company (PRIPC) in 1905 to irrigate 32,000 acres in the Priest Rapids
Valley. These development efforts depended upon the successful establishment of a company town in
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the region, a seed Hanford and Haynes hoped would blossom into an economic powerhouse. 

Early disagreements over the best location for a town contributed to the dissolution of the PRIPC.
Some investors, including Hanford and Haynes, established the Hanford Irrigation & Power
Company (HIPC) while others formed the White Bluffs Irrigation Company (WBIC).

Atomic Heritage Foundation has a short video about irrigation in the Priest Rapids
Valley: https://www.atomicheritage.org/tour-stop/importance-irrigation#.YMO9BvlKjAQ

Rarity

OCLC records one example of the map, though it is itself an "Internet Resource", tied to Washington State
Historical Society. Despite this ambiguity, it would make sense that Washington Historical has the map
itself.

Detailed Condition:
Manuscript color of plots and notations, presumably relating to the sale of land. Purple ink stamp of
"Darlington & Gutman, Seattle Sales Agents..." Central and vertical fold with some extraneous creasing
and soiling.


