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Stock#: 73199
Map Maker: Jansson

Date: 1645 circa
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 19.5 x 16.5 inches

Price: $ 450.00

Description:

Gambia and Senegal Regions After the Fall of the Wolof Empire

Detailed 17th-century map showcasing a portion of the slave trading part of the west coast of Africa

Orientedw with East at the top, the map covers Guinea, through the Wolof Kingdom, to Sierra Leone, but
the map's central focus is on the region surrounding the Gambia River.

Intriguingly, this map not only features the coastal regions but also extends inland to display the courses
of significant rivers, including the Gambia River, the Rio Grande, and the Rio Portugues. The depiction of
the Gambia River is particularly detailed, capturing its winding path as it meanders deep into the
continent. This river, central to the region's trade and communication, became the backbone of the nation
we now know as The Gambia.

The Rio Grande and Rio Portugues, important rivers in Guinea-Bissau, are also featured, showing their
course as they traverse through dense terrain before meeting the Atlantic Ocean. These rivers were key to
exploration, trade, and settlement during the 16th and 17th centuries.

From the 1500s to the 1700s, this region underwent profound changes, primarily due to increased
European exploration and colonization. Portugal started exploring the African coast in the late 15th
century, leading to other nations like the Netherlands, France, and England establishing trading posts in
the area.
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The depiction of these rivers on the map is historically significant. The Gambia River, for example, was
central to the establishment of European trade forts and posts. It became a major route for the transport
of goods and, unfortunately, was also used significantly during the transatlantic slave trade.

The Rio Grande and Rio Portugues, on the other hand, were important waterways that facilitated the
exploration of the interior regions of West Africa. These rivers were critical for the trade of gold, spices,
and other valuable commodities between the coastal settlements and the more inland territories.

The Wolof (aka Jolof or Djolof) Empire was a state on the coast of West Africa, located between the
Senegal and Gambia rivers, which thrived from the mid-14th to mid-16th century. The empire prospered
on trade thanks to the two rivers providing access to the resources of the African interior and coastal
traffic, commerce which included gold, hides, ivory, and slaves, and which was often carried out with
European merchants, notably the Portuguese and then the French. Following the break-up of the Wolof
Empire in the 16th century CE, a smaller state persisted, the Wolof Kingdom, into the 19th century CE.
The Wolof language is still widely spoken today in Senegal, Gambia, and Mauritania.

Detailed Condition:


