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Stock#:
Map Maker: U.S. General Land Office
Date:
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Color:
Condition:
Size:

1868
Washington
Hand Colored
VG
56 x 28 inches

Price:

$ 1,400.00

Description:
First Appearance of Wyoming Territory
Highly detailed large format map of the United States, illustrating the extent of the public surveys
conducted by the General Land Office through 1868.
The present example was owned by J.C. McArthur of 81 Beaver Street, New York.
This edition includes a unique territorial depiction not present in any other map we have seen, the
retention of a small piece of Dakota Territory (between Wyoming and Idaho), which would become part of
Montana.
Beginning in 1866, the General Land Office began issuing this remarkable large format map of the United
States, full of the most up to date information from surveys being conducted throughout the western
states, including the extent of the public surveys, locations of US Surveyor and Land Offices, the location
of Land Grants in the west, railroads and proposed railroads, land districts, and the mineral deposits
known at the end of the Civil War. With the Civil War at its conclusion and the Transcontinental Railroad
construction in high gear, it was time for America to compile a visual depiction which tracked the progress
of the survey, settlement and commercial development of the lands west of the Mississippi in a single map.
Between 1866 and 1870, under the auspices of the General Land Office, a series of maps was produced to
accompany the annual reports of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. Initially, the maps were
also widely distributed outside the United States, with copies issued as separate maps, bound in covers
which translated the title into French, German and other languages, providing notice to the world that the
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United States was exercising dominion over all its lands from coast to coast and was a ripe place for
investment and immigration.
The map represents a landmark in American cartographic history and a remarkable composite of the
geographical information compiled by the government up to the completion of the Transcontinental
Railroad (the route being depicted as completed on the map), along with marvelous detail in the new
mining regions in Colorado, Arizona, Nevada, Montana, Utah, Idaho, and Oregon.
Detailed Condition:
Original covers. Map is backed with linen, as issued. Minor soiling along folds. Bears the bookplate of J.C.
McArthur, 81 Beaver Street, New York.
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