Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.
7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

www.raremaps.com

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

(Central North America) Conibas Regio cum Vicinis Gentibus
72274
Stock#:
Map Maker: Wytfliet
Date:
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Color:
Condition:
Size:

1597 (1611)
Louvain
Uncolored
VG+
10.5 x 8.5 inches

Price:

SOLD

Description:
Nice example of Cornelis Wytfliet's map of the central part of North America, from Wytfliet's Descriptionis
Ptolemaicae Augmentum, the first atlas to focus on the mapping of the New World.
This is perhaps the most enigmatic of Wytfliet's maps, as it covers a region virtually unknown to
Europeans at the time of the map's creation. As noted by Burden:
. . . Wytfliet showed every part of the continent however little knowledge there was of it. This is,
however, the first map of present day central Canada. The basic cartography is derived from Gerard
Mercator's world map of 1569, which first depicted a large body of water inland in the extreme
north. There has been speculation as to what this might refer to; it has been suggested that it could
be a record of a voyage unknown to us that visited Hudson Bay. , it could even be the remnants of
the Verrazzano Sea theory. At the top of the map we find the Northwest Passage. . . Some sense of
the extent of the map can be seen by the incorporation of the Septem civitates of the southwest, and
Hochelaga, or Montreal in the east.
The map covers most of the central part of North America, from the American Southwest, Montana,
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Alberta and parts to the north, to the Midwest, Great Lakes, and
contiguous northern parts of Canada. The region shown at the bottom of the map is Nova Granada, and
the map's coordinates place it more or less directly north of Metellus's Granata Nova et California, with
the 7 Cities of Cibola (Septem civitates), the legendary Golden Cities of the American Southwest, showing
at the bottom of the map, at what is probably the northern tip of the Rio Grande. The center of the map
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would therefore likely include the modern Midwest & Great Lakes region, with the region identified as
Tolm Regnum is the eastern extension of the Tolm Regnum which appears on Wytfliet's map of the
Northwest & Alaska ( Limnes Occidentis Quivira et Anian), which would place the Tolm Regnum in the
general vicinity of Utah, Wyoming, Montana and contiguous parts of Canada.
While the region covered is virtually entirely myth and speculation, the map is probably best described as
the first modern map to cover the Central parts of the United States and Canada, including the
northeastern portions of the Transmississippi West.
In 1597 Cornelis van Wytfliet published his Augmentum to Ptolemy's Geography. The purpose was to
provide a systematic description of the Americas, a part of the world unknown to Ptolemy. Wytfliet
dedicates his work to Philip III of Spain. The book is a history of the New World to date, recording its
discovery, natural history, etc. Wytfliet includes nineteen maps, one of the world, and eighteen regional
maps of the Americas, the first "Atlas" to focus on America.
Detailed Condition:
An excellent example.
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