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Amsterdam

Stock#: 72125

Map Maker: Merian

Date: 1640 circa

Place: Frankfurt

Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+

Size: 13.5 x 10.5 inches
Price: SOLD
Description:

A decorative view of Amsterdam, showing fortified walls, windmills, buildings, and harbor, with over 100
ships at anchor along with barges on the Amstel. Drawn at the start of Amsterdam's Golden Age, the work
portrays the city as a force to be reckoned with. The plan shows two coats of arms including the famous
three St. Andrew's Crosses though on a red, not black background.

The map is shown from the perspective from present-day Amsterdam Noord, looking south. This creates
an imposing and nearly symmetric plan of the city, focused on Amsterdam's harbor housing fleets of

trade and warships. In the west (right of the image), Amsterdam extends to the edge of the outer ramparts
and the Singelgracht canal. In the east, the city is slightly stunted and only reaches approximately to the
Nieuwe Herengracht canal and inner ramparts, now overbuilt. Outer fortifications are shown extending
around the city, though they would not be completed until 1660 when the Singelgracht was finished and
Amsterdam grew into its famous crescent shape.

This map preserves an attractive view of 17th century Amsterdam as it was expanding to fill its position as
a world power. The distinctive symmetry of the city, still visible in its modern layout, is beautifully
presented.

Detailed Condition:

Drawer Ref: Low Countries Stock#: 72125
Page 1 of 1



