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Stock#: 71018
Map Maker: British Admiralty

Date: 1835 (1849)
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 24 x 24 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

An Important British Admiralty Polar Chart

Rare separately published map of the Polar regions, published on June 29, 1835 in London by the British
Admiralty.  The present example is updated to 1849, which seems to be the the edition ordered for
publication by Parliament in April 1848.

Circular Admiralty chart of the North Polar Sea, with the North Pole at the center and extending to 60°N,
showing the northern coasts of North America, Europe and Asia.  North America is shown from the Bering
Straight and the Mackenzie River in the west over to Hudson's Bay, the Parry Islands, Cockburn Island,
Melville Peninsula, Fox Channel, and Hudson Straight. Continues to Baffins Bay and Davis Straight,
Greenland, Iceland, Spitzbergen, Norway, Lapland, and over to the Russian Arctic. Oriented with
Greenwich meridian at the bottom, the map covers the Arctic Ocean and Arctic landmasses adjacent to it. 

The Hydrographic Office of the Admiralty first produced this chart of the North Polar Sea in 1835 to
reflect the latest discoveries in the Arctic. The notation “loam of the land” marks the spot where William
Parry and his crew believed they had spotted land that, as it turned out, did not actually exist. This
phenomenon, called a Fata Morgana or Arctic mirage, is a common occurrence in Polar expeditions.

This example includes a meticulous hand drawn grid, drawn in pencil and red pen.  This chart was utilized
by the British Admiralty and the Hydrographical Office to record the progress of explorations after 1835. 
While the chart is a very rare survival, several of the surviving example are annotated to show the results
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of subsequent explorations:

National Maritime Museum (annotated with exploration routes up to 1848 and ordered for
publication by Parliament  on April 13,
1848: https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/262573.html
National Maritime Museum (inscribed from Captain Beaufort to Eleanor I.
Franklin:  https://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/262575.html

There exists in the National Maritime Museum and earlier printed version of the map dated 1818.

British Charting of the Atlantic

In 1818, The British Admiralty decided to undertake the exploration and charting of the Arctic.  Explorers
had determined by 1818 that there was no practical Northwest Passage, but growing scientific curiosity,
and national pride, demanded that the blank northern area on the maps be filled in.

Between 1818 and 1847, a two-pronged approach was launched into the Arctic by sea and over land. The
sea expeditions, chiefly those led by John Ross and William Edward Parry, evaluated the Eastern access
points and reached the conclusion that Lancaster Sound was the main entry to further exploration. Theirs
were also the first Arctic expeditions to make extensive observations of the Inuit and to make use of Inuit
mapping skills.

The main overland expeditions were by John Franklin and George Back (1833-37) and -- sponsored by the
Hudson's Bay Company -- Peter Warren Dease and Thomas Simpson (1837-39) and John Rae (1846-47).
These journeys charted the northern limits of the Canadian mainland from the Foxe Basin to Alaska. Rae's
expedition also showed what a small group of men living off the land could accomplish, in contrast to the
massive undertakings sponsored by the Admiralty. Between 1818 and 1847 a large part of the blank areas
in maps of Canada had been filled.

In 1845, the attention of the Admiralty shifted again to a major sea expedition, with John Franklin in
command of 129 men in two ships. In 1847, when nothing had been seen or heard of them, the first search
expedition was sent out. By 1854, after 65 major and minor searches had been undertaken, John Rae
returned with proof of a major Franklin disaster. Ten expeditions later, Francis Leopold McClintock
confirmed the likelihood that there were no Franklin survivors. An accomplishment of these search
expeditions was the charting of the Arctic Islands to 125° west longitude and 78° north latitude.

After 1860, as further geographical details were being filled in around the Arctic Islands, attention shifted
to the North Pole. Major American, British and Norwegian expeditions made an attempt to be the first to
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arrive there. Finally, the American Robert Peary claimed to have reached the Pole on April 6, 1909. 

Rarity

The chart is very rare. 

OCLC locates 2 examples of the 1835 edition (Library of Congress and University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
(American Geographical Society copy).

OCLC locates 1 example of the 1847 edition (British Library)

OCLC locates 3 examples of the 1849 edition (Royal Danish Library, University of Alaska, Fairbanks,
Bibliotheque National de France)

Detailed Condition:


