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[Title Page & Map of America] Descriptio Indiae Occidentalis per Antonium de Herrera
[1st appearance of California as an Island!]
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Color: Hand Colored
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Description:

Birth of the Myth -- First Appearance of California as an Island

The first printed map of California as an island, issued in the same year as the title page to Le Maire's
Spieghel Spieghel der Australische Navigatie . . ., published in 1622. Both of these works were published
by Michiel Colijn in Amsterdam in 1622.

Among the theories suggested for the mapping of California as an island is the theory that Jacob Le Maire
may have been the Dutch Mariner who took a map of California from a Spanish Vessel in 1620, which is
referenced in Diderot's Encyclopedia (1770) and other sources as the basis for the insular California myth.
Dora Polk notes that publisher Colijn used a map showing California as an island on the title page of both
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Le Maire's journal and the French and Latin editions of Herrera y Tordesillas, unfortunately without
explanation.

The map intercepted is believed to be one that accompanied Ascencions's Relacion Breve of 1620, which is
now lost. The printed description of the island appears to match the writings of Ascencion. The map shows
California in what would become known as the Briggs model. While it cannot be known with certainty why
Colijn depicted California as an island, it is beyond question that these two title pages illustrations are the
first depiction of the island on a printed map.

The Herrera Title page was last recorded as being offered in 1993 in a dealer catalogue (Suarez Catalogue
#43--$1400) (likely this same example, which was purchased from Tom Suarez in 1993).

Detailed Condition:
Minor foxing. One small stain at top right.
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