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Description:

The Only George Gauld Chart Published During His Lifetime.

Superb engraved chart of Pensacola Harbor in Florida, published during the American Revolution by
J.F.W. Des Barres, from original surveys by George Gauld.

The map extends from the eastern end of Big Lagoon in the west to the Navarre Beach Causeway in the
west. In the north, it goes roughly as far as Pace and Bagdad. Historical Pensacola is shown as a grid of
streets surrounding a small fort. A "Signal House" is shown in the vicinity of present-day Historic Fort
Pickens.

The chart abounds with information that would be of use to sailors, including a watering-place, soundings,
topographic details, and the following note:

The short in general is low and sandy; the water seems to have gained upon it in Several Places,
especially on the West Side which is exposed to the North Easterly-winds, as there are large roots of
trees in the ground upward of 100 feet within Water Mark.

The Bottom in the Harbor and a great part of the Anchoring-ground without the Barr, along the
Coast, is covered with deep thick mud the Barr itself is hard sand.

The Tides are very irregular & much affected by the winds, and run with great velocity though the
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mouth of the Harbor, here they rise 3 feet; within the Harbor, 2 feet, and hardly 1 foot on the Barr.
This Harbor and all the Coast abound with worms.

Pensacola is an impressive natural harbor, one of the best on the Gulf Coast, and so its inclusion in Des
Barres chart atlas, The Atlantic Neptune, is no surprise.

Interestingly, the Spanish would take control of Pensacola in 1781, one year after this chart was produced,
and they would hold it, along with the rest of West Florida, until the Adams-Onis Treaty in 1819.

George Gauld

Following the French & Indian War, George Gauld, a Scottish surveyor, was assigned the task of charting
the waters off the Gulf Coast of West Florida. Between 1764 and 1781 Gauld mapped an area that
extended from New Orleans to the western coast of modern-day Florida. Recognizing the importance of
his work to all those who traveled in the area, Gauld readily shared his work with scientific societies in
America, including the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia.

During the Revolutionary War, Gauld was forced to suspend his work in the Dry Tortugas and the Florida
Keys due to attacks by American privateers, and in 1781, he was taken prisoner at the Siege of Pensacola.
Gauld was subsequently taken to Havana and then New York, before being repatriated to England, where
he died shortly afterward.

Most of Gauld's charts were published posthumously by Faden and later by the Admiralty in very limited
numbers. This arrangement was reached by his widow Ann Gauld, and William Faden around 1790.

That makes the present chart one of the few George Gauld maps to have been published in his lifetime.

Ware and Rea's George Gauld: Surveyor and Cartographer of the Gulf Coast:

The following is an excerpt from John D. Ware and Robert R. Rea's book on Gauld describing his
relationship with the chart:

...It is clear that his examination and charting of Pensacola Bay and environs was completed before
May 4, 1766, the date Governor Johnstone sent the "Plan of the Bay" to the Board of Trade.

Taken together, these manuscript drawings formed the basis for the only known work by George
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Gauld published during his lifetime, A Chart of the Bay and Harbour of Pensacola, in J.F.W. Des
Barres's Atlantic Neptune in 1780. Gauld's Chart demonstrates that he surveyed the lagoons of the
north and west shores of lower Pensacola Bay with great care. On the Chart, Gauld's earlier
designation of "Large Lagoon" became "Grand Lagoon"; his "Lagoon" was christened "Cox's
Lagoon"; the unnamed inlet, of which only the mouth was shown earlier, appeared as "West
Lagoon"; and his "Salt River" was changed to "East Lagoon". The tributary streams were drawn and
shaded in such a manner as to indicate the topography of the land. North and west of Pensacola six
lakes were described, further indicating the extent to which Gauld surveyed the surrounding
countryside. Modern Escambia, Blackwater, and East bays were examined and charted to their
headwaters. The Escambia River was called "Scambia," but the bay itself remained unnamed. From
English Point northward, "Hull" and "Stony Points," now known as Devil and Lora points, were
identified, and a "Brickkiln" was located just south of the latter promontory. The only other village
on the bay, Campbell Town, was identified and located about one mile south of the mouth of the
Escambia River. Present Mulatto and Indian bayous were sketched but left unnamed, while the
southern extremity of the peninsula, now terminating in Hernandez, Garcon, and White points, was
labeled "Yemassee Point". Blackwater Bay retained his Indian and English names of "Oyuva Lana or
Yellow River." Unaccountably, Gault's former "East Point" was changed to "Fan Point" in the
published version of his work.

The "Remarks" on Gauld's earlier "Plan" were slightly abbreviated, and the Chart was drafted to a
smaller scale by Des Barres; coordinates of latitude and longitude were provided in the margins,
though both were somewhat in error. Two compass roses were printed, and the magnetic variation
was again given as 4°30' E. Some eighty tracts of land of various sizes and shapes were depicted on
Des Barres's version, exclusive of the lots comprising the villages of Pensacola and Campbell Town.
Finally, it should be noted that comparisons of Gauld's earlier manuscript drawings and published
charts with their modern counterparts disclose amazing similarities as to distances and
configurations, a striking demonstration of Gauld's skill as a marine surveyor--and the remarkably
few significant changes wrought by man or nature in the intervening period of more than two
centuries.

Rarity

The farther south and west one travels in the charts of The Atlantic Neptune, the rarer they tend to
become. This chart is no different; the Royal Museum Greenwich, which houses the Henry Stevens
collection of Des Barres charts has only one example of the present map (for some other charts, they have
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more than 10 examples). Furthermore, there appears to be only one state of the map, whereas with other
Des Barres charts there can be as many as 8 states.

Both of these facts point to the rarity of the present charts compared with the already-rare Des Barres

charts generally.

Detailed Condition:
Original hand-color in wash.
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