Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.
7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

www.raremaps.com

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

Republica Mexicana Plano de la Parte Austral Del Istmo de Tehuantepec Desde La
Costa Del Oceano Pacifico Hasta La Llanura Del Coatzacoalcos Levantado por
disposicion de Dn. Jose de Garay empressario de la comunicationb Oceanica apor la
comision cientifica nobrada al efecto 1843.
69867
Stock#:
Map Maker: Moro
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1843
n.p.
Uncolored
VG+
16.5 x 20.5 inches

Price:
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Description:
Crossing from Atlantic to Pacific Before the Panama Canal
Rare map of the southern portion of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, which was considered a possible location
for a pathway from Atlantic to Pacific in the mid-nineteenth century.
The isthmus is sandwiched between the Gulf of Campeche to the north and the Gulf of Tehuantepec in the
south. It is only 137 miles wide and it is only 120 miles from the Atlantic to Laguna Superior.
Laguna Superior is a major feature of this map, which focuses on the southerly reaches of the isthmus. It
is accompanied in the lower portion of the document by a vertical profile showing the altitude and
obstructions in the terrain of the proposed route.
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The map is very detailed, with settlements, roads, rivers, and hills minutely drawn. This area was
subjected to a trigonometric survey as part of the preparation for a possible route across the isthmus; the
legend includes symbols for the primary, secondary, and tertiary measurement points, as well as locations
where latitude and longitude were calculated.
The survey underlying this map was undertaken by Don José de Garay between 1842 and 1843. Thanks to
the huge growth in international maritime trade brought on by global empires and steam ship technology,
many businesses and governments were in need of the fastest shipping routes by the mid-nineteenth
century. One of the most likely places for a route that would eliminate the time-intensive and dangerous
navigation around Cape Horn was the Isthmus of Tehuantepec.
Garay was granted a swath of land by General Santa Anna, the leader of Mexico, to develop a canal across
the isthmus. A condition of the grant, however, was that Garay conduct a survey. Garay did so, completing
his work in February 1843. Garay then commenced work using convict labor.
The political upheaval of the time, which included the Mexican-American War, meant that the work was
continually delayed. In addition, Garay passed the contract to a pair of British businessmen, and they to
the Hargous brothers of New York. Discussion as to the United States’ role in the project stretched out
over several years. Meanwhile, the work languished and eventually was abandoned.
Even after the idea of a canal was abandoned as too costly, the idea of some sort of route across the
isthmus lingered. The US proposed a huge four-track railway that could transport massive ocean liners
and cargo ships. After some design changes and many stops-and-starts, the Tehuantepec Railway opened
in January 1907.
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