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Stock#: 69812
Map Maker: Colton

Date: 1867
Place: New York
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 17.5 x 40.3 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

"Astonishing in the Quality of Its Detail" -- The Second Known Example of Colton's
Comprehensive Mapping of the Central Pacific Route

Fine example of the second known example of GW & CB Colton's map of the Route of the Central Pacific
Railroad.

The map prominently displays in red the route of the Central Pacific Railroad from San Francisco to just
beyond Ogden Utah, where it connects to the Union Pacific route.  A work of exceptional quality, historian
Carl Wheat dedicates a 2-1/2 pages in Mapping of the Transmississippi West to the description of this
map, which we have excerpted below:

After this long prefatory decision, which it is hoped will alert students to the important of any
Union Pacific and Central Pacific survey maps . . .we shall allow various maps of 1867-1869 to
complete the story of the building of the Pacific Railroad.  [The first map discussed],
thoroughly professional in its aspect, launches us upon our theme, a "Map Showing the Route
of the Central Pacific . . . " published in 1867 by . . . Colton.  To say the least, this is a map of
spacious concept . . .  covering the whole of the West, but even this portion clearly is of the
highest caliber; the map is really astonishing in the quality of its detail.  For instance, we have
not previously seen a comparable wealth of fresh military fact offered by a commercial map. . .
.

Wheat's observations on the many routes shown on the map is accurate. These include Mail Routes,
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military roads, explorers routes and traders routes ,dotted with early western forts, settlements and
observations on the lands.  Interesting, Wheat notes in his footnote 18 to the map that while he was
initially convinced that the map was drawn from a larger map by Colton, his request to the Library of
Congress Map Division to assist in locating the source map was unsuccessful, and indeed the sole known
example until the discovery of this example was the copy located by Wheat at the Bancroft Library at UC
Berkeley.

The map's remarkable detail is not limited to the area along the Central Pacific Route.  For example, the
detail in Southern California and Arizona, is quite extraordinary. One of the more unusual features is the
demarcation of numerous mining regions (see for example the area around Prescott, Arizona), even in
unexpected places like Little Bear Valley and Holcomb Valley in the San Bernardino Mountains.

The map also notes recent gold discoveries, such as the recent gold discoveries in the area of Boise, Idaho.

The second known example of this extraordinary rarity.

Rarity

OCLC locates one example:  Bancroft Library.

Detailed Condition:
Minor loss at fold intersections.


