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Stock#: 69386
Map Maker: Mitchell

Date: 1846
Place: Philadephia
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 20.5 x 22.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Including Manuscript Additions of the Overland Route To California and Other Important
Points.

Nice example of Mitchell's seminal map of Texas, Oregon, Upper California, Missouri Territory and a
massive Indian Territory (covering most of Kansas and Colorado).

The present example include an orange line illustrating the route from Fort Leavenworth, 
through the  Denver area, across the Rocky Mountains and through the area south of Salt Lake,
to the Sierras.  The Saskatchewan River is also drawn in Canada (crossing the title).  In addition,
Salt Lake in Northern Iowa Territory, Fort Mandan and Ft. Union are also circled in an early
hand and across the Rocky Mountains, a water route from Ft. Kootenay to the Pacific is shown,
via the Flat Bow and Columbia Rivers.

The region covered by the map was of particular interest in 1846 because of two recent and related
events. In 1845, Texas was admitted into the Union, which prompted Mexico to invade Texas in 1846, thus
precipitating the U.S.-Mexican war. General curiosity about the new State of Texas and interest in the war
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with Mexico led to Mitchell's timely map becoming quite popular. Mitchell used the latest and best sources
for the map, including Arrowsmith's 1841 map of Texas, Fremont's and Emory's maps of their explorations
in the region, data from the Lewis & Clark expedition, Nicollet's map of the region between the Mississippi
River and the Missouri River, and Wilkes map of Oregon.

Among other significant uses of the map, Brigham Young ordered 6 copies of the map. An example in the
BYU collection includes an annotation placing the Mormons in Utah, pre-dating Fremont's map of 1848,
which is the first printed map noting the presence of the Mormon's in the Great Basin.

The map shows Texas claims to the Upper Rio Grande in present-day New Mexico. These claims were
eventually given up as part of the Great Compromise of 1850, in exchange for the U.S. Federal
Government's assumption of Texas' public debt.

One of the most influential maps in Western American History.

Detailed Condition:
Expert closure of three clean, short tears at top edge, and one clean tear from the bottom edge to
"EXPLANATION." Minor facsimile additions to bottom neatline and printed border.


