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Stock#: 68694
Map Maker: Bradford

Date: 1835 (1838)
Place: Boston
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG+
Size: 8 x 10 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

This is a fine example of Thomas Bradford's 1835 map of Mississippi, issued in the second edition of the
atlas in 1838. The map is attractive, showing an elegant early layout of counties, alongside many towns,
cities, rivers, swamps, forts, and other features. Detail extends into the neighboring states of Arkansas,
Louisiana, and Alabama.

The text leaf contains an extensive description of early 19th century Mississippi. The text delves into the
geography, hydrology, economy, religion, and politics of the state. The demographic information and
portrayal of slavery is perhaps the most interesting part of the text. The population breakdown shows the
spread of slavery throughout the state. While all states had slavery, the ratio of "whites" to "slaves" varies
from about 10:1 in Jones County (an inequality between whites which would lead to the so-called "Free
State of Jones" during the Civil War), to about 1:4 in Jefferson county. The text also contains an interesting
section regarding the Indian tribes in the area.

Bradford's atlas was a departure from other atlases of the period. Along with HS Tanner, Bradford
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produced an elegant, well engraved large format atlas on high-quality paper. The 1830s were a fascinating
transitional period in both US geopolitics and in domestic cartographic publishing. Bradford's work is
without question an important part of this era. His maps were engraved by GW Boynton or S. Stiles,
Sherman and Smith.

Detailed Condition:
Publisher's outline hand-color. Accompanied by original text leaf.


