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Stock#: 68683
Map Maker: Speed

Date: 1610 (1611)
Place: London
Color: Outline Color
Condition: Good
Size: 20 x 15 inches

Price: $ 2,800.00

Description:

John Speed's The Kingdome of Scotland (1610) is an early and visually compelling representation of the
United Kingdom's northernmost country.

While Speed's The Kingdome of Scotland takes inspiration from Gerard Mercator's map of 1595, it adds a
layer of distinction with an inset of the Orkneys positioned in the top right. This particular addition
expanded the viewer's grasp of the Scottish terrain, extending beyond the mainland to include these
northern isles, and thus offering a more complete picture of the Scottish geographical context during the
early 17th century.

The map is particularly notable for its display of royal portraits: James I (the Sixth of Scotland), Queen
Anna, and their sons, Henry Prince of Wales & Ireland and Charles Duke of York and Albany. The youngest
son, Charles, would later ascend to the throne as Charles I, ushering in an era of tumultuous relations with
Parliament that culminated in the English Civil War and his own execution in 1649. This tumultuous period
in history underscores the socio-political dynamics implicit in the map, and the transition from these royal
portraits to "commoners" in later versions reflects the profound changes that were to come in the
mid-17th century British society.

Published in Speed's Theatre of the Empire of Great Britain (1611), this first-state map forms an integral
part of the broader narrative of the British Empire's expansive geographic and political reach. As a visual
document, it encapsulates the then-current understanding of Scotland's geographical features, while also
reflecting the intricate dynamics of British royal and political life.
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The Kingdome of Scotland stands as an important artifact of its time. Its illustrative design, historical
value, and cartographic innovation make it a noteworthy piece in the study and appreciation of
antiquarian maps.

Detailed Condition:
Reinstated loss in the lower-left and lower right corners, not affecting image. Even toning. Minor mat
stain. Good to VG.


