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Stock#: 68645
Map Maker: Jefferys / Douglass

Date: 1755
Place: Boston (Reprinted in London)
Color: Outline Color
Condition: VG
Size: 20 x 18 inches Map Size

Price: SOLD

Description:

"The Best Collection of Facts in General, for a Future Historian, that Was Ever Made or
Published" -- John Huskey, 1755

This is a fascinating and important Boston-published work from the late-Colonial period, a year into the
French and Indian War. Intriguing in many regards, it paints a detailed and thorough picture of the British
colonies in North America.

The work goes through each colony, with a particular focus on their politics. Many references to the
growing French power in North America are made. The controversial views of the author, William
Douglass, M.D., sometimes seep into this work, particularly his opposition to inoculations. However, his
skepticism for accepted knowledge means that this work appears to be less influenced by earlier texts
than other works of the period.

Jeffery's North America from the French of Mr. D'Anville

This is a fascinating and politically charged map of the future eastern United States, published on the eve
of the Seven Years' War. The map was published as a British response to supposed infringements by the
French throughout North America, listing the various crimes perpetrated by the latter during the on-going
French and Indian War. Published in the short period between the start of the two wars, this is an
important map that reflects British and colonial public sentiment during what Churchill called the "first
world war."
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The upper left details French encroachments into the territory claimed by England, dating to as early as
the attempted French conquest of New York in 1687. In the lower right, British claims in North America
are detailed, alongside any encroachments. A note in the cartouche explains that "Canada & the French
Incroachments" are shown in yellow, Spanish settlements in Green, and English colonies in other colors. It
is not difficult to draw parallels between this map and the propaganda maps published in the days and
years prior to the nationalistic wars of the 20th century.

In addition to the map's fascinating political history, the map is an important cartographic achievement of
the time. The map is rich with details west of the Appalachians, including Indian Tribes, early forts, and
other contemporary information. Main[e] is named, and [New] Hampshire takes up all of Vermont.
Massachusetts Bay and Delaware Bay are named. Detail in the American South and Florida is intriguing.
The region west of the Mississippi is dominated by Spanish Louisiana Territory, with the lands between
the Mississippi and the Appalachians controlled by Indian Tribes.

This is the first state of the map, with the date of May 1755 and with only Jefferys imprint. The second
state would appear around 1763 and have a Sayer & Bennett imprint added. Three additional maps are
advertised in the introduction to the second volume, however, we were unable to locate examples of the
work with these maps.

Text

Volume I: Title Page. i-viii. 1-568. Signatures: A⁴. B-Mm⁸ (T repeated), Nn⁴.

Volume II: [1-6] including title page. 1-416. 1-8 (publisher's advertisement). Signatures: A⁴, B-Dd⁸.

Provenance

The inside front cover contains the bookplate of Henry Pomeroy Davison. An important banker, he was
active in the late 19th and early 20th century, during which time he was a senior partner at JP Morgan &
Company, and played a role in the formation of the Federal Reserve. In his later life, he became involved
with philanthropic activities and served as the Chairman of the War Council of the American Red Cross at
the end of World War I.

Detailed Condition:
Octavo. Attractive 20th-century red full calf. AEG. Some minor toning on first several pages of each
volume. Map has attractive outline color. Two professionally repaired tears along the top of map into
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