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Index Diagram of Routes in Iraq
68030
Stock#:
Map Maker: Anonymous
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1936 circa
n. p.
Color
VG
22 x 28 inches

Price:

$245.00

Description:
A detailed map of Iraq, produced shortly after the country's independence in 1932. The map shows routes,
runways, and military installments, and was likely used in part for military purposes. Three insets detail
bridges and routes in specific areas and the fourth shows communication routes with the Mediterranean.
The map is very detailed, with wheel and pack routes, pumping stations, hundreds of bridges and ferries,
airstrip lengths, and much more all shown. A list of "Liwa Headquarters" is included, which likely refers
to Iraqi military divisions in the country. The style of the map appears more military than civilian, with
long straight roads and curt language. The English text and use of the term Liwa suggest that the map is
British.
This map dates to the early days of an independent Iraqi kingdom, which lasted from 1932 to 1947. The
period from 1933 to 1939 was somewhat troubled, with the real power lying in the military. The British
presence in the area continued through the kingdom era after independence, and an Anglo-Iraqi War was
fought in 1941 after an Axis-friendly coup d'etat occurred. As such, it would still have made sense for the
British government to produce maps such as this one, where the layout and defense capabilities of the
country are readily apparent.
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The Qatar National Library holds this same map, although their copy appears on two sheets. This
institution dates the work to 1936.
Detailed Condition:
Folding map; minor toning on front-fold.

Drawer Ref: Bookshelf 4a

Stock#: 68030
Page 2 of 2

