Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.
7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

www.raremaps.com

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

[Early Photographic Facsimile of the Contarini-Roselli World Map]
66460
Stock#:
Map Maker: Contarini / Rosselli
Date:
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Color:
Condition:
Size:

1506 (circa 1890)
Venice or Florence
Uncolored
VG
23.5 x 16 inches

Price:

SOLD

Description:
Early Photographic Facsimile of One of the Rarest Early World Maps.
Early photographic reproduction of the of Contarini-Rosselli world map from the collection of early map
scholar Edward Luther Stevenson.
Shirley (24) says of the map:
Since the early 1490s, when Rosselli's world map showing the rounding of southern Africa was
printed, there had been a decade and a half of the most far-ranging explorations. Some findings from
these exciting discoveries had been recorded on vellum portolan charts of which only one or two
survive today, such as the chart by Juan de la Cosa attributed to 1500 and the Cantino world map of
c.1502. No printed maps of this era depict any of the new explorations until the years 1506-1507
when three original world maps independently appeared. These are the great world maps of
Contarini-Rosselli, Johann Ruysch, and Martin Waldseemuller.
The world map designed by Giovanni Matteo Contarini and engraved by Francesco Rosselli was first
discovered in 1922 and is now in the British Library. The map is an elegant copper engraving on a
fan-shaped or coniform projection and was printed in either Venice or Florence. The date of the map
(1506) and the names of the designer and engraver are indicated in a Latin inscription just east of
the Cape of Good Hope.
For the first time on a map the newly-discovered relationship between the east and the west parts of
the world is set out. The breadth of the Pacific Ocean remains too small compared to the rest of the
world and it is still assumed that North America is an easterly extension of Asia. This large
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promontary, stretching across what is now the north Atlantic, is marked as being part of the
province of Tangut, mentioned by Marco Polo. Off its eastern tip (where now is Newfoundland) an
inscription refers to the land discovered by the seamen of Portugal - a reference to the exploration of
the Corte-Reals in 1500 and 1501. The West Indian islands are shown in detail as ' ... the islands
which Master Christopher Columbus discovered at the instance of the most serene King of Spain.'
No coastline is marked west of Cuba, implying that Contarini chose to ignore Vespucci's alleged
voyages in this area in 1497. To the south, present-day South America is separated from North
America by a wide strait but its northern coast is plotted in detail, based on the discoveries of
Columbus in 1498 and Amerigo Vespucci in 1499-1500. To the southwest and south-east
undiscovered land extends to the map's limits. However, a large legend off the coast of Asia refers to
Columbus' last voyage (of 1502-1504) and his having reached Ciamba, searching for gold. Whether
this relates to the province of Cianba, marked on the mainland of Asia, or perhaps indirectly to the
island of Zinpangu (Japan) in the middle of the Pacific, is not clear.
Africa is now surprisingly well-delineated, showing the whole of the east coast but the interior
details are pure speculation. For the first time India appears as a peninsula with the designation of
Calicut and other cities reached by Vasco da Gama and later by Cabral in the early 1500s.
Madagascar and its adjacent island Zanzibar are greatly exaggerated in size. Further east, the rest
of Asia still follows Ptolemaic lines.
Nothing is known of the designer Contarini, although in another inscription on the map he refers to
himself as 'famed in the Ptolemaean art.' No other maps by him are extant. Rosselli's hand as the
engraver - if he were not named in the imprint - would certainly be inferred by reference to his other
known works. As to the map's sources, there is no strong affinity with anyone known original and it
is probable that several manuscripts or portolan charts were used. Detailed analysis of the place
names shows that, in respect of America, they are derived in almost equal proportions from the
charts by La Cosa, Cantino and Caverio. It has therefore been suggested that Contarini and/or
Rosselli used a composite source document, of Spanish or Portuguese origin, no longer in existence
today.
Detailed Condition:
Early photograph. Backed on linen. Centerfold.
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