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(Original Turgot Plan of Paris) Plan de Paris commencé l'année 1734.
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Stock#: 66398
Map Maker: Turgot & Bretez

Date: 1739
Place: Paris
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 98 x 125 inches (if joined)

Price: SOLD

Description:

Turgot's Monumental View of Paris, Stretching to Over 10 Feet When Joined.

This expansive engraved view of Paris covers the first eleven arrondissements of modern Paris. With a
combined width of over ten feet, the joined plan makes for an arresting centerpiece. Turgot's is perhaps
the best record of Paris in the 18th century, before its transformation by Georges-Eugène Haussmann and
Emperor Napoleon III. It is widely regarded as one of the most important city views of all time.

The Mayor of Paris, Michel-Étienne Turgot, commissioned Louis Bretez, a member of the Académie de
Saint-Luc to create an impressive image of the city. He was given license to survey wherever he needed
and could enter private property if the task required. The end result was to be a statement piece, one
which was presented to dignitaries, foreign and domestic alike, to reinforce their esteem of Paris.

Historians suspect that Bretez was awarded the commission in part because of the work he had already
done on architectural perspective, some of which was published in his 1706 book La perspective
pratique de l'architecture . Claude Lucas was Bretez's engraver.

Detailed Condition:
Engraving on twenty sheets of laid paper. Unjoined, except for sheets 18 and 19. Besides the two joined
title sheets, all sheets with full original margins.
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