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A Visitor's Guide to Old Charleston Both Yesterday & Today

Stock#: 66285

Map Maker: R. L. Bryan Company
Date: 1990 circa

Place: Charleston

Color: Color

Condition: VG+

Size: 25 x 33 inches
Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare pictorial map of the Charleston peninsula and surrounding areas, containing references to places of
interest.

[llustrations of prominent South Carolinians as well as historic buildings comprise the pictorial border.
The Southern Carolina Encyclopedia notes:
The publishing firm of R. L. Bryan Company is Columbia’s oldest industry. It began in 1844,

when Richard Lathan Bryan of Charleston began to operate a newsstand and stationery shop
on Richardson Street in Columbia that was owned by his brother-in-law, James J. McCarter.

The business of Bryan & McCarter was ravaged by fire on February 18, 1865, but quickly
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resumed operations at a temporary location. When McCarter died in 1872, Bryan continued
the concern under his own name until he retired in 1882. His nephew, Thomas S. Bryan, and
his son, R. Berkeley Bryan, assumed control and changed the firm’s name to the R. L Bryan
Company.

In 1884 the company added a printing department. It began printing bills and journals for the
General Assembly in 1898, triggering a long association. In 1922 the printing operation moved
to a new two-story facility on Sumter Street. At the turn of the twentieth century, the company
became the state’s textbook distributor, and it had to expand its depository storage several
times over the years.

The firm entered the office furniture market in 1910 and in time became involved in interior
design and health-care design. A fire that destroyed the office at 1440 Main Street in 1915
stymied the firm only briefly. In 1969, on its 125th anniversary, R. L. Bryan began a move to
the Greystone Complex, consolidating all operations. . . .

Detailed Condition:
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