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Stock#:
Map Maker: Anonymous
Date:
Place:
Color:
Condition:
Size:

1750 circa
n.p.
Pen & Ink with Wash Color
VG
6 x 8 inches

Price:

$1,100.00

Description:
18th Century Mexican Manuscript Map Describing A Dispute Over Water and Land Ownership
Rights
This manuscript describes the location of a disputed dam or weir near the stream of Chichipican de San
Juan, which may be near Tzintzuntzan in Michoacán state, although the location is uncertain.
The stream leads to a terminus, where the “presa,” which can mean dam or weir, is located. Point #1 is
the location of the dam/weir when a previous map was made, or where the old dam/weir was imagined to
be. Point #2 is where the dam or weir was found to have been extended at the time of the lawsuit. Point
#3 also indicates an addition to the original structure.
The waters have been painted in blue and green over pen, with red on the dam and what could be a road.
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There is also a spring, spout, or geyser labeled, “Sabino,” which could be a local name for the feature.
There is a small municipality in Michoacán, near the border with Jalisco, that is near Presa Ingeniero
Vicente Villaseñor, but that dam was completed more recently than this map was made. The exact location
of this map therefore remains unknown.
Running along the bottom are the explanations of the points outlined above. Based on the text, this
document seems to have been made to accompany a lawsuit over the location of a dam/weir. The
paleographic evidence suggests it was made in the mid-eighteenth century. Maps and surveys were often
undertaken for lawsuits, and many of these lawsuits concerned boundary disputes. Indeed, such disputes
were the primary reason for conducting a survey in colonial New Spain.
Detailed Condition:
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