
Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Topographical Map of the Road From Missouri To Oregon Commencing at the Mouth of
the Kansas in the Missouri River and Ending at the Mouth of the Wallah Wallah in the

Columbia (In VII Section)

Drawer Ref: BM Drawer Stock#: 65520
Page 1 of 2

Stock#: 65520
Map Maker: Fremont / Preuss

Date: 1846
Place: Washington
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 26 x 16 inches (each sheet)

Price: SOLD

Description:

"One of the greatest monuments to the cartography of the American West."

First state the highly important Preuss-Fremont map, the first map "to show the Oregon Trail accurately"
(Rumsey).

William Reese describes the map as "One of the greatest monuments to the cartography of the American
West."

Charles Preuss was the official mapmaker who accompanied John Fremont's first and second expeditions
and was responsible for the compilation of all of the maps which accompany Fremont's reports, including
this highly important map of the Oregon Trail. Preuss's map, at a scale of ten miles to the inch, offered a
remarkably accurate depiction of the Oregon Trail, tracing this important pioneer route from the Missouri
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River and the Columbia River.

Tracking the daily progress of the Fremont Expedition, from June 10, 1842, to October 26, 1843, Preuss's
map shows the location of each encampment, as well as the noon-day halt of the expedition, and the total
distance from the starting point at Westport Landing. Longitudinal and latitudinal coordinates are also
given, as are daily "Meteorological Observations" and "Remarks," which include remarks on the
availability of game, water, grazing, the hostility (or friendliness) of local Indian Tribes, and notes
extracted from Fremont's Report.

As noted by Wheat:

More than any other persons, John Charles Fremont and Charles Preuss dominate the
cartography of the American West during the three years before the gold rush...Owing to its
rarity and to its long having stood in the shadow of the more widely known and distributed
Fremont-Preuss map of 1845, Preuss' sectional map of 1846 has been insufficiently
appreciated by students of Western history. In particular, those interested either in Fremont's
travels in 1842-43 or the revolution of the transcontinental wagon roads will find that the map
rewards close study.

The present example is the first state of the map, which is identical to the later issue, except that it
includes the name of the lithographer (E. Weber).

An essential map for Western collectors.

Detailed Condition:
Seven sheets, unjoined. Housed in an attractive modern cloth folder and slipcase. One sheet with a very
small loss, not affecting printed image, at old horizontal fold.


