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Stock#: 64411
Map Maker: Visscher I

Date: 1656
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 18.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Striking example of Visscher's important map of the Northeast, with a large inset view of New York City.

This is the second state of the map, with Fort Kasimer but without Philadelphia.

This is the first map containing the famous inset view of New Amsterdam, the third known engraved view
of New York. Manhattan is correctly shown as an island and has its settlement at the southern end clearly
marked. The publication of the map was motivated by the recent establishment of a Dutch Colony in the
New World and Dutch aspirations to retain their New Netherland colony. As such its advanced geography,
based on the 1651 map of Jansson, was of paramount importance to the colony, which needed to make
plainly known its vulnerability to English attack. British settlements and Indian villages are recorded, and
vignettes illustrate fauna and Indian fortifications.

Visscher's map of the Northeast is among the sought after regional maps. In 1655, Visscher utilized
Jansson's map, with its vignettes of animals and Indian life, and added this now-famous view of New
Amsterdam, showing the Battery and Dutch buildings on the waterfront. An extensive study of the map by
Stokes suggests that the view was drawn sometime between 1653 and 1655, prior to the construction of
New York's wall. The first edition of the map (1655-56) is extremely rare and known in only a handful of
copies, one of which was used to illustrate the boundary dispute between William Penn and Lord
Baltimore.
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The map is also of great importance as the only reasonably obtainable example of the map during the first
Dutch Colonization of the region, prior to their defeat by the English.

The first edition (circa 1655) is extremely rare, pre-dating the inclusion of Fort Kasimer on the Delaware
River. The second edition (circa 1656) includes Fort Kasimer. The third edition was issued in 1684 and
shows Philadelphia for the first time. The fourth edition, with the added privilege language to the right of
the New York view, was also issued in 1684. The fifth edition bears the imprint of Petr Schenk Iun (circa
1729).

Detailed Condition:
Several repaired tears at the top. Margins extended and reinforced on verso.


