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Stock#: 64343op
Map Maker: Blaeu

Date: 1634 circa
Place: Amsterdam
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 19 x 14.5 inches

Price: $ 295.00

Description:

Fine original color example of Blaeu's map of the German Bishopric of Osnabrück.

The large strapwork title cartouche incorporates a fine view of the city with its many steeples dominating
the sky-line. At lower right is an inset of Reckenberg.

Further embellished with a coat of arms, with small provincial armorials and a smaller cartouche.

During the first half of the 17th century, the Bishopric of Osnabrück (Osnabrugensis Episcopatus), stood
as a prominent ecclesiastical principality in the Holy Roman Empire, located in the lower Saxony region of
Germany.  The Bishopric was not only home to the principal city of Osnabrück but also to other significant
towns like Quakenbrück, Melle, and Iburg. These towns, along with vital rivers such as the Hase and the
Vechte, were central to the region's trade and transport.

Leadership within the Bishopric was under the aegis of Prince-Bishops, combining spiritual and temporal
authority. A notable leader during this era was Franz Wilhelm von Wartenberg, appointed in 1625, who
endeavored to reassert Catholic dominance amid the Reformation's prevailing winds. The Thirty Years'
War profoundly impacted Osnabrück, situating it both as a battleground and a diplomatic hub. Its
strategic and religious significance drew various European powers' attention, ensnaring it in the wider
conflict.

The city of Osnabrück emerged as a site of immense importance, especially as negotiations for the Peace
of Westphalia were held there in 1648, marking a pivotal moment in European history. These negotiations,
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aiming to conclude the Thirty Years' War, underscored Osnabrück's role in shaping the future of Europe.
Culturally, the Bishopric was a nexus of Catholic and Protestant influences, reflecting the era's religious
conflicts. The Counter-Reformation, championed by figures like von Wartenberg, fostered a resurgence of
Catholic art and architecture, yet Protestant elements persisted, particularly in more rural areas.

Detailed Condition:
Old Color.


