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Stock#: 62769
Map Maker: Tramezzino / Losi

Date: 1561 (1773)
Place: Rome
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG
Size: 58 x 50 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rome at the Time of Augustus Caesar -- The Pinnacle of the Cartographic Work of Italian
Renaissance Architect Pirro Ligorio

Later state of Michael Tramezini's monumental map of the monuments of Rome, first published in 1561.

The map is based upon the work of Italian Renaissance architect Pirro Ligorio, showing Rome as it
appeared during the reign of Augustus Caesar (27 BC to 14 AD). 

The map shows ancient Rome at a very large scale, allowing the reader to examine the ancient monuments
of Rome, as Ligorio himself was then studying and compiling his archive of information about Roman
antiquities.  It constitutes the first large scale attempt to re-create Rome as it existed during the time of
Augustus and at the time of the birth of Christ.  Ligorio's work meticulously recreates ancient Rome, with
bridges, large public spaces and hundreds of buildings illustrated and many named.

Of note is the simplicity of the area of the future home of the Vatican opposite Porta Aurelia, pre-dating
the arrival the Constantinian basilica in 326 AD.

As noted in the title, this is a later issue of the Tramezini plan by Carlo Losi, printed from the original
copper plates.

Pirro Ligorio
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Pirro Ligorio (1512/13 - 1583) was an Italian architect, painter, antiquarian, and garden designer during
the Renaissance period. He worked as the Vatican’s Papal Architect under Popes Paul IV and Pius IV,
designed the fountains at Villa d’Este at Tivoli for Cardinal Ippolito II d’Este, and served as the Ducal
Antiquary in Ferrara.

Ligorio is known for his passion for classical Roman antiquity. By the mid-16th Century, he began to
explore the subject. He spent a large portion of the 1540s learning as much as possible about Roman
antiques, preserving valuable information while the pope destroyed artifacts in excavation projects. In the
following decade, Ligorio published one book, Delle antichità di Roma in 1553, and also engraved several
images. 

Ligorio’s period of archeological exploration and writing was accompanied by another pursuit:
cartography. Between 1557-1563, Ligorio combined his antiquarian knowledge and drawing abilities to
create several maps of Rome. Most notably, in 1561 he published his “Antiquae urbis imago” (Image of
Ancient Rome), a topographical map of ancient Rome. This was considered the pinnacle of his
cartographical endeavors.

Rarity

The map is rare on the market.  We locate 2 examples at auction in the past 30 years and one entry in a
dealer catalog (Douwma, 1985).

Detailed Condition:
12 sheets, joined.Backed on linen.


