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Stock#: 62668
Map Maker: Cowley

Date: 1742 circa
Place: London
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 5 x 4.5 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare map of the British Colonies and neighboring regions, which appeared in a rare geography book by
John Cowley.

While the map is small, it is packed full of early information about the British Colonies. The treatment of
the Mississippi River and its tributaries is quite interesting. Several early French Forts are shown in the
west (Ft. Crevecoeur, Ft. La Salle, Ft. Prudhomme and French Fort in Texas.

Fort Denonville also appears near Niagara Falls.   Fort Denonville was a French fort built in 1687 at the
current site of Fort Niagara. It replaced Fort Conti which had been built on the site in 1679 and had
burned later that year. In the summer of 1687 the Governor of New France, Jacques-René de Brisay de
Denonville, Marquis de Denonville, was on a military expedition to pacify the Iroquois. At he end of the
campaign season the governor, to keep French presence in the area, moved his army to the site and
constructed a post and named it after himself. The fort, which comprised eight wooden buildings and a
stockade, was garrisoned by one hundred men and commanded by Captain Pierre de Troyes. The Seneca,
in reprisal for Denonville's attack of 1687, laid siege to the fort and denied the garrison the benefits of
forage or fresh air. Eighty-nine of the garrison died of scurvy, disease, and starvation during the siege. On
Good Friday of 1688 a relief force returned and found twelve survivors. The chaplain of the relief force,
Jesuit Father Pierre Millet, erected a cross and gave a mass of thanksgiving for their survival. The fort was
re-garrisoned, but in September 1688, the French would pull down the stockade and would not winter
there again until 1726 when "The House of Peace" (today known as the French Castle) and Fort Niagara



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

A Map of the British Plantations Canada Florida &c.

Drawer Ref: Stock#: 62668
Page 2 of 2

were built on the same site.

A geography textbook title page notes that it was carefully revised and corrected by John Lodge Cowley,
Geographer to his Majesty, from a work originally written by the late Mr. Hübner and faithfully translated,
with additions and improvements. Johann Hübner (1668-1731) was a German scholar who pioneered the
catechetical method of teaching geography, i.e. instruction in the form of questions and answers.

Detailed Condition:


