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Stock#: 62356
Map Maker: Faden

Date: 1787
Place: London
Color: Hand Colored
Condition: VG+
Size: 22 x 16 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

A Cook Rarity Charting James Cook's three voyages through the South Seas and the Pacific

First edition of Faden's extremely rare separately issued map of the World on Mercator's Projection
showing the tracks of all three of Cook's voyages as well as the Arctic expedition of Captain Phipps,
published by shortly after the completion of Cook's final voyage.

This fine map was issued by William Faden (1749-1836), then Britain's leading cartographer and the
official Geographer to King George III. It depicts the world, including the revolutionary re-charting for the
Pacific, following the voyages of Captain James Cook (1728-79). Much of the Pacific remained a complete
enigma until Cook's three voyages of 1768-71, 1775-6 and 1776-80. The maps features the tracks of Cook's
voyages as recorded in his journals and charts which were submitted to the British Admiralty. The
coastlines discovered and mapped by Cook are distinguished by pink and bright blue hues of original
color. These areas notably include the East Coast of Australia, most of the coastlines of New Zealand, the
Hawaiian Islands (discovered by Cook in 1778), much of the coastlines of British Columbia and Southern
Alaska, and the Bering Straits and Bering Sea (where Cook attempted to find the Northwest Passage).
Cook was killed in Hawaii in 1779, and his party returned to England in 1780. Cook was henceforth
celebrated as one of the greatest British heroes of the era, and the foremost explorer of the 18th-century.
World maps summarizing all three of his voyages were first issued in 1784, and the present map appeared
only a few years later, when the epic nature of his discoveries still dominated scientific and geopolitical
discourse.
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Lord Mulgave Expedition to the North Pole

The map contains an added bonus to the depiction of Cook's discoveries, being the addition of the tracks
of the Arctic expedition of Captain Constantine Phipps (1744-92, later known as the 2nd Baron Mulgrave),
conducted in 1773. On June 4, 1773, Phipps's party, aboard the HMS Racehorse and HMS Carcass set out
from Deptford. Aboard was the naturalist Israel Lyons and the young midshipman, Horatio Nelson (later
Britain's greatest naval hero). The expedition sailed to the Svalbard Islands (now part of Norway), located
above the Arctic Circle. Conducting the first scientific evaluations of the islands, they became the first
Europeans to describe the Polar Bear and the Ivory Gull. The mission returned in September of that year,
whereupon Phipps prepared his work, A Voyage toward the Pole... (1774). Phipps' journals and logbooks
are today preserved in the British Library, and are considered important primary sources for early
scientific polar studies.

Rarity

The present map is very rare, we are aware of less than a dozen institutional examples, and are aware of
an example appearing only once in a dealers' catalog during the last 25 years. While separately-issued, the
map was occasionally included in composite atlases (such as with the example at Yale University). The
map was subsequently reissued by James Wyld, Faden's successor, in 1828 and 1838, adding the tracks of
early 19th-century voyages.

Detailed Condition:


