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Stock#: 61727
Map Maker: Geographical Section, War

Office (UK)

Date: 1944 circa (August?)
Place: n.p.
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 26.5 x 41 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Rare Normandy Campaign Overprint Map Showing The Development of Allied Control of the
Area Early in the August 1944 Breakout From Normandy.

United States Army map of the Cotentin Peninsula illustrating the military administration of the area, in
the aftermath of the D-Day landings and subsequent campaign.

The map shows major administrative divisions, logistical supply chains, and combat zones (marked with



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

(Second World War - Normandy Campaign) Cherbourg - Rennes | Adm. Map "A" To
Accompany Administrative Instructions No 1 Hq. Normandy Base Section Hqs.

Com[munication] Z[one], E[uropean] T[heater] [of] O[perations] U[nited] S[tates]
A[rmy]

Drawer Ref: Bookshelf 5 Stock#: 61727
Page 2 of 2

"XXXX"). The map was overprinted on a 1943 air navigation chart for Cherbourg-Rennes, which was
prepared by the 

The map is datable to roughly the beginning of August 1944, as the Combat Zone line (illustrated at far
right) would have moved out of the scope of the map thereafter.

The map is best understood with reference to the legend linked here.

The map bears an interesting note at the bottom: "This chart is prepared for use in daylight under white,
ultra-violet, red and amber lights.

Capture of Cherbourg and the Cotentin Peninsula

The capture of Cherbourg was a major Allied goal Operation Overlord. It was the first major city to fall,
being capture 20 days after D-Day on the 26th of June 1944.  The German forces that had been holding it
extensively sabotaged and mined the harbor, limiting its usefulness to the Allies. The first ships began
landing in Cherbourg in late July, but it was not until mid-August that it was fully usable again.

The Germans had assumed that cutting off the Cotentin Peninsula by directly assaulting toward Brittany
was a main priority of D-Day. While Cherbourg was an important goal, the American divergence from this
immediate strategy caused the Germans major defensive headaches in the initial stages of the invasion.

Detailed Condition:
Folding map. One of the sections toned.
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