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Stock#: 60602
Map Maker: Great Shoshone and Twin Falls

Water Power Company

Date: 1911
Place: n.p.
Color: Uncolored
Condition: Good
Size: 31 x 39 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

One of the Earliest Large Scale Hydro-Electric Power Companies in Idaho

Wall map of a portion of the Northwestern United States, centered on Twin Falls and Shoshone Falls,
illustrating the area proposed to be serviced by the Great Shoshone and Twin Falls Water Power
Company.

The Great Shoshone and Twin Falls Water Power Company was one of the earliest power companies
proposing to generate and distribute hydro-electric power in the region.   

At the bottom left, the Reference Key notes:

Irrigated Lajds
Transmission Lines
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Proposed Transmission Lines

An additional set of manuscrip lines lines shown radiating from the Twin Falls and Shoshone Falls area
extended to:

Salt Lake City
Piute and Mole, Nevada (and beyond)
Boise, Idaho

While not identified, these lines may show the areas covered by competing companies or the expansion
plans of the Great Shoshone and Twin Falls Water Power Company.

Great Shoshone and Twin Falls Water Power Company

The first commercial installation of an alternating current hydroelectric power plant was the Redlands
California Power Plant in 1893, which launched an industry which would sweep through the west.

The Great Shoshone was formed by Ira Burton Perrine.  Perrine had previously formed the Twin Falls
Land and Water Company in 1900, in order to create at damn at Twin Falls, which was first created in
March 1905, followed by the Shoshone Falls Power Plant in 1907.   The combined capacity would be
consoldidated into the Great Shoshone.  The company would operate until 1915, when it was acquired by
The Idaho Power Company.

Idaho Power was an amalgamation of the smaller local utilities that served Idaho's residential, industrial,
and business customers. At one point there were 50 of these small predecessor power companies in Idaho,
the oldest of which dated back to 1887. Shortly before the formation of Idaho Power these 50 were
combined into five companies. On May 6, 1915, Idaho Power was incorporated and assumed ownership of
the electric systems of Idaho-Oregon Light & Power Company, Idaho Railway, Light & Power Company,
Idaho Power & Light Company, Southern Idaho Water Power Company, and Great Shoshone & Twin Falls
Water Power Company.  

Rarity

We locate no other examples of the map.

Detailed Condition:
Some staining, as issued.


