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Stock#: 58914
Map Maker: Weber

Date: 1871
Place: Russia
Color: Color
Condition: VG
Size: 22 x 29 inches

Price: $ 975.00

Description:

Russia Explores the Possibility of Invading China.

Fascinating Russian-language lithographed map of Zhili Province (the home of Beijing), with inset maps of
Beijing, Tongzhou, Kalanga, and Tianjin.

The map was produced in 1871, when there was a very real possibility of war between China and Russia.

The map was the product of a major Russian expedition in China in the 1870s, the focus of which was to
learn more about the region and explore the possibility of additional Russian intervention and territorial
expansion in China. During this time, the Qing Dynasty was suffering from major internal strife, especially
at the territorial periphery, namely due to the Dungan Revolt.

The Dungan Revolt saw the local Dungan people rebel against Han rule in western China, initially
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successfully. The revolt caused the Qing Dynasty to lose control of Xinjiang at a very opportune time for
the Russian Empire, which was completing its conquest of neighboring territories in Central Asia. In 1871,
Russia occupied Xinjiang, allegedly for the protection of its citizens and national interests. For a time it
seemed that Russia would formally annex Xinjiang and that China might attack Russia because of this
encroachment, but in the end with the 1881 Treaty of Saint Petersburg, Russia left Xinjiang and China re-
established control.

The map includes a detailed plan of the Forbidden City and Beijing.

Interestingly, the map features a lot of transliteration from Chinese into Russian including in the key and
in a separate table which elaborates common Chinese toponyms and gives their Russian equivalent.

The map's key elaborates different sized cities from small up to "Main City of the Province", different kinds
of political borders, etc.

Detailed Condition:
Dissected and laid on linen. Minor soiling.


