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Stock#: 58597
Map Maker: Weber & Brosse

Date: 1871
Place: Peking
Color: Pen & Ink with Wash Color
Condition: VG
Size: 25 x 17 inches

Price: $ 5,400.00

Description:

The Russian Empire Eyes Western China.

Important manuscript map of northern and western China and Mongolia prepared by K. Weber, Beijing,
1871, and copied by L. Brosse in St. Petersburg.

The map was the product of a major Russian expedition in China in the 1870s, the focus of which was to
learn more about the region and explore the possibility of additional Russian intervention and territorial
expansion in China. During this time, the Qing Dynasty was suffering from major internal strife, especially
at the territorial periphery, namely due to the Dungan Revolt.

The Dungan Revolt saw the local Dungan people rebel against Han rule in western China, initially
successfully. The revolt caused the Qing Dynasty to lose control of Xinjiang at a very opportune time for
the Russian Empire, which was completing its conquest of neighboring territories in Central Asia. In 1871,
Russia occupied Xinjiang, allegedly for the protection of its citizens and national interests. For a time, it
seemed that Russia would formally annex Xinjiang and that China might attack Russia because of this
encroachment, but in the end with the 1881 Treaty of Saint Petersburg, Russia left Xinjiang and China re-
established control.

Russian explorations in Central Asia (1871)

It was at the initiative of the St. Petersburg Geographical Society and its President M. Semenov that
Russian explorations of Central Asia began in 1871. From 1871, the explorer Prjevalsky lead the scientific
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exploration of almost all of Central Asia. The expedition started from Kiakhta, then crosses Mongolia from
Ourga (Ulan Bator capital of Mongolia) to Kalgan (Zhangjiakou), on the traditional route of commercial
caravans. Prjévalsky then went to Beijing. He first went to eastern Mongolia, crosses the In-chan and ends
his journey in the capital of the Mongol principality of Ala-chan, known as Vei-tchin-fou.

In the lower right corner, the map says it was compiled by K. Weber in Beijing in 1871 and copied by L.
Brosse in St. Petersburg in September 1871.

Weber made other Russian-language maps of China around this time. Including one of Hubei province,
also published in 1871.

Detailed Condition:
Ink and outline watercolor on drafting linen, with original paper selvage. Minor dampstain in the upper
right corner and a few ink spots in the same quadrant. One circular repair in the same area, probably
related to an ink spot. Otherwise very good.


