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Stock#: 58338
Map Maker: California State Mining Bureau

Date: 1899 circa
Place: San Francisco
Color: Uncolored
Condition: VG
Size: 16.7 x 21.3 inches

Price: SOLD

Description:

Scarce contour map of the region around Oil City, prepared by the California State Mining Bureau.

Shows oil wells, topography, roads and public land survey sections.

The first time we have ever seen maps from this series in nearly 20 years.

Oil City, Fresno, County, California

Oil City is a section of land within the Coalinga area of Fresno County. 

The first attempt to drill for oil was in 1867, but success was limited both due to the difficulty of
transporting oil at the time, and the relative disinterest in petroleum prior to the era of motorized



Barry Lawrence Ruderman
Antique Maps Inc.

7407 La Jolla Boulevard
La Jolla, CA 92037

(858) 551-8500
blr@raremaps.com

www.raremaps.com

Oil City Oil Field Fresno, Co. California. Issued By the State Mining Bureau . . .

Drawer Ref: Box 4 Stock#: 58338
Page 2 of 2

transport.

In 1890 the first oil boom began, once the Southern Pacific had extended its rail line into the town of
Coalinga. Around the "Oil City" area of the Coalinga Field, directly north of the modern-day town of
Coalinga, several large gushers attracted attention, gushers still being a relatively new occurrence in the
oil industry. The "Blue Goose" well, drilled by the Home Oil Company, erupted in 1898, spewing over
1,000 barrels per day.

The huge and productive Temblor oil pools were discovered around 1900, and by 1910 the field was the
most richly productive oil field in California, exceeding those in the Los Angeles Basin for the first time.

A dramatic oil gusher in Sept. 1909 at the "Silver Tip" well, producing 20,000 barrels a day, the biggest
gusher in California until then. This was an event of such excitement that Los Angeles Stock Exchange
closed down for a day so that its members could come by train to view it. This gusher would be dwarfed a
year later by the colossal Lakeview Gusher, by which California's largest oil field, the Midway-Sunset in
Kern County, was first known.

In the early years of the field, competition was fierce between different oil companies, with a particularly
sharp conflict between a group of independent oil producers and Standard Oil, which operated as a
gigantic trust until its breakup by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1911. According to an article published in
the New York Times in 1905, Standard attempted to force its competitors out of business by artificially
holding down the price of oil to as little as ten cents a barrel. The Coalinga independents responded by
building a pipeline to San Francisco Bay, the construction of which was itself obstructed by continuous
harassment from Standard, until the independents were finally successful by ruse: secretly building a real
pipeline, while simultaneously seeming to work on a "dummy" pipeline in a more prominent location.
During this time, the independent operators also accused the Southern Pacific Railroad of working in
conjunction with Standard to put them out of business. 

Detailed Condition:
Minor splits and some loss at the top center.


