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Price: SOLD

Description:

William Faden's offers a fascinating glimpse into the geopolitical landscape of early 19th century Europe.
Faden, then surveying as the Geographer to the King in London, was a preeminent cartographer of his
time. His immaculately detailed maps are admired not only for their aesthetic appeal but also for their
historical significance and precision.

The map depicts Swedish Pomerania, a Dominion under the Swedish Crown from 1630 to 1815. This area,
comprising the contemporary Baltic coast of Germany and Poland, was crucial for Sweden, serving both as
a trade route and a strategic buffer zone against Continental Europe. A harmonious blend of topographical
accuracy and elegant design, the map features cities, towns, major roads, rivers, forests, and lakes,
meticulously crafted down to the minutest details.

The geographical depiction is not merely a representation of the natural landscape. Each river, road, and
city marked on the map underscores the interconnected network of trade, commerce, and military
strategy that shaped the region's history during the Swedish era. One of the dominant features is an inset
town plan of Stralsund, a significant Baltic Sea port town that was often the center of conflicts due to its
strategic importance. The portrayal of Stralsund, complete with its town plan, showcases its fortified
architecture, emphasizing its military significance during this period. The defensive walls, moats, and
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bastions are carefully delineated, hinting at the pivotal role it played during the Napoleonic Wars.  

The map's origins lie in the work of F. W. C. Baron Schmettan, a Major General of the Swedish army. Born
Friedrich Wilhelm Carl von Schmettau (1738-1806), he was a renowned military cartographer and
topographer, known for his extraordinary precision and attention to detail. His military background and
expertise in cartography make the map not just a geographical representation, but a strategic military
document as well.

Swedish Pomerania's geopolitical history is rich and complex. Acquired by Sweden during the Thirty
Years' War in the Peace of Westphalia, the region served as Sweden's foothold in Continental Europe. It
was the stage for numerous conflicts, primarily between Sweden and various German states, as it was a
critical juncture for the control of the Baltic Sea trade.

By the time this map was published in 1813, Swedish Pomerania had been occupied by Napoleon's France
since 1807, as part of the wider Napoleonic Wars. The detailed map by Faden, drawing on Schmettau's
original, thus encapsulates a volatile moment in Swedish Pomerania's history, a snapshot of a region in the
throes of military and political change.

In essence, Faden's 1813 map is more than a mere geographical record. It is a finely drawn testament to
the geopolitical significance of Swedish Pomerania, providing invaluable insights into its strategic
importance in the 17th, 18th, and early 19th centuries. Moreover, it embodies the exceptional
cartographic talents of both William Faden and F. W. C. Baron Schmettau, whose expertise lends the map
an enduring historical value.

Detailed Condition:
Publisher's outline hand color. Moderate offsetting.


